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hydrocarbon, comet, and star. The wave-lengths are 
expressed in millionths of a millimetre :— 
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Beside the above, there is in the spectrum of the star 
a faint band in the violet at X 437*0, which agrees accord¬ 
ing to Vogel, with a hydrocarbon band, not included in 
the above series. 

The carbon bands thus account for the best-marked of 
the dark bands characteristic of the type, but there are 
three or four bands of a slightly different character which 
do not fall into the series. Thus, the green zone is inter¬ 
rupted by a narrow band at X 528*0, and the yellow zone by 
another at X 5757 somewhat similar,both of which remain 
at present unexplained; and in the orange and red we find 
two bands in which the abrupt commencement on the red- 
ward side, and the gradual shading off towards the blue, 
is no longer apparent. The darkest part of the orange 
band is, indeed, near its centre, a dark line, coincident, 
there is scarcely any room to question, with the giant 
doublet of sodium, the great D lines of the solar spectrum. 
The red band, though without a nucleus which can be 
identified as a typical line of this or that element, gathers 
round the site of the red hydrogen line C. The two 
bands therefore strongly recall, though the resemblance 
may perhaps be a misleading one, the great water-vapour 
groups around C and D in the absorption spectrum of 
our own atmosphere. The dry-air bands a and 6— 
A and B being out of sight in the extreme red—do not 
appear to be represented. With a view to exhibit the. 
relationship of these telluric bands to those in the less 
refrangible part of the spectrum of the typical red star, an 
outline of the solar spectrum has been added to the dia¬ 
gram, and the positions of the great Fraunhofer lines and 
of the principal bands due to the absorption of our own 
atmosphere have been indicated. 


THE BRITISH ASSOC I A TION. 

SECTION D. 

BIOLOGY. 

Opening Address by Alfred Newton, M.A., F.R.S., 
F.L. S., V.P.Z.S., &c., Professor of Zoology and 
Comparative Anatomy in the University of Cam¬ 
bridge, President of the Section. 

In opening the business of this Section I cannot but call to 
mind the last occasion when the British Association met in 

1 “ Recherches sur tes Spectres des MetaMoides.” 

2 Copernicus, v,l. ii. p. 227. 3 Observatory, vjl. iv. pp. 305, 306. 

4 “ Sur les Etoiles a Spectres de la Tro'.sieme Classe,” p. 122. 

5 “Public, des Astroph. Obs. zu Pots Jam,” vjI. iv. p. 31. 


the cily of Manchester, just six-and-twenty years ago ; and, while 
my memory brings back to me many pleasing recollections of 
that gathering, I cannot help dwelling upon the extraordinary 
difference between the state of things that then existed and that 
which we have before us to-day. The moral of the contrast I 
shall not seek to enforce. Those, if any there still be, who 
despair of the future of our Association may reflect upm it at 
their leisure ; while those who believe, as I do, that our Associa¬ 
tion has no justifiable cause for thinking that its work is accom¬ 
plished, that it had better settle its worldly affairs, and compose 
its robes around it in a becoming fashion, before lying down to 
die, will at once appreciate the difference. 

Yet there is one difference between our proceedings to-day 
and those of more than a quarter of a century since which I, per¬ 
sonally, do not appreciate. In that remote and golden age it 
had not become obligatory on the President of this Section to pre¬ 
pare beforehand an address to be delivered to a critical, even 
though kindly, audience. A few words of friendly greeting to 
old faces, and a hearty welcome to those that were new, with 
a general statement of the objects of our coming together, com¬ 
prised all that was expected from the occupant of the chair. 
Such was my case when my predecessor, who was, I may 
observe, my excellent friend and colleague, Prof. Babington, 
opened the proceedings of this Section—then called the Section 
of Zoology and Botany—at Manchester in 1861 ; and I am sure 
I have reason to envy his happy lot, for, on refreshing my memory 
by turning to the report of that meeting, I find that his intro- 
.ductory “ remarks ” occupy a space "of less than eight lines of 
print. In this respect, but in this only, I must confess myself 
laudator temporis acti , and it having now been for so many years 
the practice of your President to deliver an address on occasions 
like the present, I feel that I should be filling my position under 
false pretences did I not conform to established usage, though I 
am well aware that what I have to say will, for many reasons, 
hardly bear comparison with what has been said by many of my 
distinguished predecessors. 

But to continue the contrast of what took place in this Section 
at our last meeting in Manchester with what may be expected to 
happen now, I would remark that the year 1861 was one which, 
when the history of biology comes to be written, will be found 
to deserve particular recognition. This is not merely because of 
the all-important discovery of Archcnpteryx , for that had not been 
made known when the Association met, and did not affect our 
proceedings here. When we met, it was a time, so to speak, of 
“slack water” ; but slack water is commonly the effect of two 
contrary streams, and perhaps I ought to state how this came 
about. All present should be aware that it was before the Lin- 
nean Society on July 1, 1858, that the stupendous announcement 
was made of a theory which for the first time brought to the 
notice of biologists a reasonable explanation of the mode by 
which what had hitherto passed under the name of the trans¬ 
mutation of species could be effected. It is notorious that this 
announcement attracted but little attention at first, and, though 
it were easy to account for this fact, I see no need to occupy 
your time by so doing. I would, however, beg your attention to 
another fact which is by no means notorious. So far as I am 
aware, the first zoologist publicly to accept and embrace the 
theory propounded on that memorable evening on behalf of Mr. 
Darwin and Mr. Wallace, was my old friend Canon Tristram, 
and moreover he did this ere little more than a twelvemonth 
had expired {Ibis, October 1859, pp. 429 -433). To me it will 
always be a matter of rejoicing that the adoption of this theory 
was so early accepted, and additi >nal evidence in its favour 
adduced, by one who has devoted so much time and energy to 
the particular branch of zool >gy which has long recommended 
itself to me ; for thereby I hope that the study of ornithology 
may be said to have been lifted above its fellows. This, how¬ 
ever, is a digression, for introducing which I trust I may be 
pardoned. And now to return to my main business. Late in 
the autumn of 1859, as you know, Mr. Darwin’s essay on the 
“Origin of Species” appeared—a mere abstract, as it still 
remains, of an enormous mass of materials industriously accumu¬ 
lated by him through many lmg years—a mass out of which, as 
he himself has modestly said, a competent man might have 
written “a splendid book”—but a mass with which he, chiefly 
through ill-health, had been unable to deal properly. Yet I am 
not sure that we have any reason to lament the result. The 
handy size of that celebrated little volume gave it a power of 
penetration and circulation that would not have been possessed 
by a work of greater bulk, while the studied absence of tech- 
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nicalities and of reference to scientific authorities in the form of 
foot-notes (which last, I need sc?4rcely point out, would have 
largely increased its dimensions) brought its closely-reasoned 
argument within the comprehension of hundreds whom it 
would have at once repelled had it been made up of learned 
phraseology. 

Much of what followed on the publication of this work will be 
in the recollection of many of my audience, while the rest must 
have heard of it from their seniors. The ever-memorable meeting 
of this Association at Oxford in the summer of i860 saw the first 
open conflict between the professors of the new faith and the 
adherents of the old one. Far be it from me to blame those 
among the latter who honestly stuck to the creed in which they 
had educated themselves; but my admiration is for the few 
dauntle.-s men who, without flinching from the unpopularity of 
their cause, flung themselves in the way of obloquy, and im¬ 
petuously assaulted the ancient citadel in which the sanctity of 
“Species” was enshrined and worshipped as a palladium. 
However strongly I myself sympathized with them, I cannot 
fairly state that the conflict on this occasion was otherwise than 
a drawn battle ; and thus matters stood when in the following 
year the Association met in this.city. That, as I have already 
said, was a time of “slack water.” But though the ancient beliefs 
were not much troubled, it was for the last time that they could 
be said to prevail; and thus I look upon our meeting in Man¬ 
chester in 1861 as a crisis in the history of biology. All the same, 
the ancient beliefs were not allowed to pass wholly unchallenged ; 
and one thing is especially to be marked—they were challenged 
by one who was no naturalist at all, by one who was a severe 
thinker no less than an active worker; one who was generally 
right in his logic, and never wrong in his instinct; one who, 
though a politician, was invariably an honest man—I mean the 
late Prof. Fawcett. On this occasion he brought the clearness 
of his mental vision to bear upon Mr. Darwin’s theory, with the 
result that Mr. Darwin’s method of investigation was shown to 
be strictly in accordance with the rules of deductive philosophy, 
and to throw light where all was dark before. 

Now the reason why I have especially mentioned this essay 
of Prof. Fawcett’s is not merely that the approval of the dis¬ 
puted theory by such a man did not a little contribute to the 
success which was then impending, but because I have for a 
long while maintained that, as a matter of fact, what is now 
known as the Darwinian theory did not, except in one small 
point, require a naturalist—and much less naturalists of such 
eminence as Mr. Darwin and Mr. Wallace—to think it out and 
establish its truth. Pray do not for a moment imagine that I 
wish to detract from the value of their demonstration of a dis¬ 
covery that is almost unrivalled in its importance when I say 
that the demonstration might have been perfectly well made by 
any reflective person who was aided by that small amount of 
information as to the condition of things around him which is 
presumably possessed by everybody of common sense. It might 
have been perfectly well made by any of the sages of antiquity. 
It might have been as well made by any reasoning man of 
modern time, even though he were innocent of the merest rudi¬ 
ments of zoology or botany ; and, as is admitted, the discovery 
was partly and almost unconsciously made by Dr. Wells in 1813, 
and again by Mr. Patrick Matthew in 1831—neither of whom 
pretended to any special knowledge of those branches of science. 
It is equally a fact that anyone who applied the doctrine of 
Malthus, the political economist, to the animal and vegetable popu¬ 
lations of the world, could have seen that what came to be called 
“ natural selection ” was the necessary consequence of the prin¬ 
ciples enunciated by him ; and we have Mr. Darwin’s acknow¬ 
ledgment that his reading the “Essay” of Malthus was with 
him the turning-point which settled his conviction as to the 
soundness of the crude speculations in which he had been in¬ 
dulging. Moreover, years before Malthus wrote, a great French 
writer, though no naturalist, had pointed out, in terms that were 
mutatis mutandis repeated as regards plants at a later time by 
the elder De Candolle, that all animals were perpetually at 
war; that each, with a few exceptions, was born to devour 
others; and that the males of the same species carried on an 
internecine war for the females. 1 The fact of the “struggle for 

1 “ Tous les ammaux sont perpetuellement en guerre ; chaque espece est 
nee pour en deyorer une autre. ^ II n’y a pasjusqu’aux moutons et &ux 
colombes qui n’avalent une quantite prodigieuse d’animaux imperceptible.?. 
Les males de la metne espece se font la guerre pour les femelles, comme 
M^nelas et Paris. L'air, la terre, et les eaux sont des champs de destruc¬ 
tion.”—'Voltaire, ‘-Questions sur 1 ’Encyclopedic par des Amateurs/’ article 
“Guerre.” 


life” being thus recognized, all the rest should follow, and really 
no close acquaintance with natural history was needed to guide 
an investigator to the end so far reached. 

But in order to see the effect of this principle upon organic 
life the knowledge—the peculiar knowledge—of the naturalist 
was required. This was the knowledge of those slight varia¬ 
tions which are found in all groups of animals and plants—a 
point on which I need not now dwell, for to my present audience 
it must be known in thousands of instances. Herein lay the 
triumph of Mr. Darwin and Mr. Wallace. That triumph, how¬ 
ever, was not celebrated in Manchester. The question was of 
such magnitude as to need another year’s incubation, and the 
crucial struggle came a twelvemonth later, when the Associa¬ 
tion met at Cambridge. The victory of the new doctrine was 
then declared in a way that none could doubt. I have no 
inclination to join in the pursuit of the fugitives. 

But in tracing briefly, as I am now doing, the acceptance of 
the teaching of Mr. Darwin and Mr. Wallace, there is one 
point on which I should like to dwell for a few moments, 
because it has, so far as I know, been very much neglected. 
This is the great service rendered to the new theory by one who 
was its most determined opponent, by one of whom I wish to 
speak with the utmost respect, by one who was thoroughly a 
philosophical naturalist, and yet pushed his philosophy to over¬ 
step the verge of—I fear I must say—absurdity. I mean 
the late Prof. Louiz Agassiz, whose labours in so many ways 
deserve far higher praise than it is in my power to bestow. 
There must be many here present who will recollect the 
time when the question “What is a ‘Species’?” was al¬ 
ways coming up to plague the mind of every zoologist and 
botanist. That question never received a definite answer, and 
yet every zoologist and botanist of those days felt that an answer 
ought to be given to it ; for without one they knew that they 
were sailing on an unknown sea, and that theirs was likely to be 
lost labour. The chief reason why no answer was given lay in 
the fact that hardly any two zoologists or botanists could agree 
as to the kind of reply which should be made, for hardly any 
two of them could agree as to how a “ Species ” was constituted. 
It will be enough for me to say now that Louis Agassiz pinned 
his faith on every “ Species ” being not merely the result of a single 
direct act of creation, but, when he found that physical barriers 
interposed (as they often do) between two or more parts of the 
area which the “Species” occupied, he did not hesitate to 
declare that a “Species” might have been created directly in 
several places, at sundry times, and even in vast numbers. If 
the same Species of freshwater fish, for instance, was found in 
several rivers which had no intercommunication, it had been, 
he asserted, separately created in each. Before his time people 
had been content to talk of each Species having had a single 
birthplace—its own “Centre of Creation”—but he maintained 
that many Species must have had several Centres of Creation, 
and creation was in his mind no figurative expression. He 
meant by it, just as Linnaeus before him had meant, a direct act 
of God ; in other words, his belief was that there had been 
going on around us a series of mysterious performances, not one 
of which had ever been consciously witnessed by a human eye, 
but each of which had for its object the independent forma'ion 
of a new living being, animal, or plant. That is to say, that 
there had been going on from time indefinite a continuous series 
of operations which could only be termed miraculous, since 
there was no known natural law by means of which they could 
be produced. Though the author of this theory was, in the 
country of his adoption, regarded as the especial champion of 
opinions that are commonly termed orthodox, it is not surpris¬ 
ing that many minds revolted from such a conclusion as it re¬ 
quired—a conclusion which they not unfitly deemed a redactio 
ad absurdum. Yet the position of Prof. Agassiz was perfectly 
logical when once his premises were admitted ; and, more than 
that, it became obvious to all clear-seeing men that one of these 
alternatives must be adopted—either Agassiz’s logical doctrine 
of centres of creation, or the theory of the transmutation of 
species, which had been so long condemned because no reason¬ 
able explanation of its modus operandi was known. 

I have called these alternative opinions because I believe that 
no third course had been suggested by any naturalist, and yet it 
is hard to say which of them was most unpalatable to the world 
at large. On the one hand, people were called upon to believe 
that man was in some inexplicable and unaccountable way pro¬ 
duced from a monad. On the other hand, they were called upon, 
to believe that the inhabitants, vegetable and animal, whether 
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bestial or human, of nearly every group of islands in the Pacific 
Ocean were the result of innumerable special acts of creation 
entirely performed within the limits of almost each cluster of 
coral reefs. The natural consequence of this was that most 
people, and even most biologists, remained in an apathetic if 
not an unthinking condition on this subject, and went on as 
their fathers had done, not caring to trouble themselves in this 
matter. It was only a few—an extremely few—among them 
who ever gave the question any consideration at all, and these 
few were not so much the men who had confined their labours 
to museums, libraries, or laboratories, but they were, with 
scarcely an exception, men who had studied Nature in the field, 
and had seen her works under varied aspects in the most distant 
and diverse climes. They were men who had personally 
compared the geological formations of the Old World and the 
New, men who had circumnavigated the globe, who had sur¬ 
veyed Antarctic volcanoes or Himalayan snows, who had 
dredged the depths of Australian oceans or had explored Amaz¬ 
onian forests. Out of the abundance of their observation and 
reflection these men—to this audience I need not name them— 
in due time delivered their verdict, and when it was delivered 
its effect was crushing. The position of the supporters of the 
doctrine of 11 Centres of Creation,” logical as it had seemed, was 
swept away—not of course without a gallant struggle on the 
part of its defenders—and the theory of the “ Tramsmutation of 
Species,” fanciful and unreasonable as it had been thought, was 
under a new name established, the very fact of its success being 
an additional proof of, to use Mr. Herbert Spencer's happy 
phrase, the “ Survival of the Fittest.” 

But perhaps some of you have been thinking or whispering to 
your neighbours, “ Why should our President be taking up our 
time by making us listen to all these platitudes, this old story 
with which we are all familiar?” and if you have been so doing 
you wilt have some excuse, but I trust you will think that I also 
have some excuse in thus recurring to what may be almost 
deemed a portion of ancient history when I state that in my 
belief this year 1887 will in future be remembered as that in 
which “The Life and Letters ” of our great biologist, Charles 
Darwin, appeared; and I hope that in a few minutes you will 
admit that in accordance with the fitness of things it is meet 
and right that this should be so. There can be little doubt that 
before the end of this year that work which all naturalists have 
been expecting with so much anxiety will be published, and 
published, moreover, in three languages. It can hardly fail to 
be accounted by biologists as the chief event of the year. By 
favour of its author, Mr. Francis Darwin, I have been allowed 
to see some of his proof-sheets, and I am sanguine that it will 
not disappoint the expectations of its readers. On one point I 
venture to speak with some certainty. The noble character of 
the man will be made manifest to the world in words and deeds 
that cannot be spoken against, and we may feel assured that in 
future 

“ Whatever record leap to light, 

He never shall be shamed.” 

He is unsparing of his own mistakes or shortcomings ; and, 
while admitting with the utmost generosity the assistance he 
received from others, the dignified way in which he thought of and 
expressed himself toward the many who attacked him, often 
unscrupulously and in a manner which he could not but deeply 
feel, will ever redound to his credit, and prove him to have been 
that great philosopher which all his friends and adherents would 
wish to believe him. Do not mistake me, however, in one 
respect; there where times when he “did well to be angry” ; 
but his anger was slowly excited, and his occasional vehemence 
soon subsided into his wonted calm. More than all this, you 
will find that the childlike simplicity of his mind and the single- 
heartedness of his devotion to the study of Nature which charac¬ 
terized the beginning of his scientific career endured unto the 
end. His admission at the outset of “utter ignorance whether 
I note the right facts ” ; his confession that he was “ nothing 
more than a lions' provider ” ; his unfeigned astonishment at 
discovering that his early observations were of any worth—are 
all of a piece with the humility he subsequently displayed when 
his success was declared. As he found, one after another, many 
of his contemporaries and still more of the younger generation of 
naturalists adopting his views, his joy was great; but that joy 
was not alloyed by any feeling of pride. He did not care for 
making a convert to “ Darwinism”—his exultation was that the 
strength of truth, of reason, and of observation had prevailed. 
In the same lowly spirit he, when at the height of his fame, 


expressed his gratitude to those, whosoever they might be, that 
helped him in his labours ; and, if I might be critical on. this 
point, I should say that his inherent goodness of heart often 
caused him to exaggerate the importance of the help they gave. 
Not a spark of jealousy was kindled in his mind ; and at what 
may be considered the most trying moment of all, when the 
theory he had for twenty years been testing by every means in 
his power, the theory on which he built all his hopes of future 
recognition, the theory which he not unnaturally believed to be 
his peculiar possession—when this theory, I say, was inde¬ 
pendently conceived by another naturalist, his conduct was 
emphatically that of a man of honour. It pained him acutely 
to think that this naturalist, a trusted correspondent, an esteemed 
philosophical observer, and at the very time a wanderer far from 
home, should be deprived of the full glory of his ingenuity ; 
and, but for the counsel of judicious friends (whose good advice 
on this occasion is indisputable), Mr. Darwin would have with¬ 
drawn every claim of his own to this great discovery, and left it 
entirely to Mr. Wallace ! In the history of science and inven¬ 
tion I think there are few cases like this. When you come to 
read the book you will find that though he unreservedly placed 
the matter in the hands of Sir Charles Lyell and of Sir Joseph 
Hooker, it was some time before he could reconcile himself to 
the notion that they were not unduly favouring him at the 
expense of his competitor. Such was the man ! Though you 
are doubtless all aware of the fact, it would be wrong in me if I 
omitted to remind you that Mr. Wallace’s conduct under these 
circumstances—sufficiently disappointing, as all must admit, to 
him—was in every way worthy of Mr. Darwin's. If in future 
you should meet with any cynic who may point the finger of scorn 
at the petty quarrels in which naturalists unfortunately at times 
engage, particularly in regard to the priority of their discoveries, 
you can always refer him to this greatest of all cases, where 
scientific rivalry not only did not interfere with, but even 
strengthened, the good-feeling which existed between two of 
the most original investigators. 

I said but a few minutes since that it was fitting that the 
Memoir of Mr. Darwin should appear this year—this year of 
jubilee—and a very remarkable anniversary I now have to point 
out to you. I learn from the Memoir that Mr. Darwin's pocket- 
book for 1837—just fifty years ago—has this entry :— 

“ In July opened first note-book on transmutation of species. 
Had been greatly struck from about the month of previous 
March on character of South American fossils, and species on 
Galapagos Archipelago. These facts (especially latter), origin 
of all my views.” 

Other passages in his already published works confirm this 
memorandum ; but we had not hitherto known with certainty 
when the views originated. We may now, therefore, celebrate 
among other jubilees that of Mr. Darwin's adopting the theory 
of the Origin of Species by Natural Selection, though I am 
bound to tell you that it was not until a few months later—about 
the beginning of 1838—that, after reading Malthus’s work, the 
full conviction of the truth and sure ground of his speculative 
views came upon him. 

I would not have my audience disperse with the impression 
that my business here is merely to point out what has been done 
by the genius of the great man of whose character and labours I 
have just been speaking. Enormous as are the strides which he 
has enabled us to make, you will all admit that it behoves us to 
follow in the paths he has indicated. We may depend upon it 
that what we know bears a very small proportion to that which 
we do not know, and I venture to recall your attention to that 
subject, which, as I have just said, was the origin of all his 
views. That subject is the Geographical Distribution of Animals 
and Plants, not only at the present time, but in bygone ages. 
As regards botany, I do not dare in the presence of so many 
distinguished authorities to say more than this—’that I believe 
the greatest and most important results of their labours in this 
direction are inadequately known to zoologists, while in 
zoology I am certain that there are many large groups of whose 
distribution we are almost entirely ignorant. 1 That excellent 
work has been done in some groups all will admit, and in. regard 
to the difficulties which have precluded the investigation of the 
subject in other groups I am well aware. But not only do we 

1 I say this after having studied Prof. Heilprin's recent work, “The Geo¬ 
graphical and Geological Distribution of Animals ” (International Scientific 
Series, 1887)—in many respects the fullest on the subject—and also Mr. 
Hemsley’s admirable Introduction to the Botany of the “ Biologia Centrali- 
Americana,” which will shortly appear. The opportunity of reading the 
latter I owe to the kindness of Mr. Salvin. 
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need further investigation in regard to them, we want much more 
correlation of results than we yet possess, and still more a com¬ 
parison of the results obtained by botanical and zoological 
inquirers. Here there is a wide field, and a field worthy of 
cultivation. I do not know that a more competent body of 
cultivators can be found than within this Section of the British 
Association, and if they can be persuaded to make common cause, 
the study of biology will be much advanced. We have been told 
that it is as useless to investigate the origin of life as the origin of 
matter. That may be true or it may not ; but it seems to me that to 
learn the way in which life has spread over the globe ought to 
be within the capacity of man, and we can hardly learn that 
way except by far more intercommunication of special know¬ 
ledge than has hitherto been made. It is evident that with the 
existing minute subdivision of biological research the subject is 
beyond the power of any one man ; but I should rejoice if any¬ 
thing I could say on this occasion might put in train some 
alliance between botanists and zoologists for the object I have 
just suggested. It may be said that we have not sufficient 
information as to certain parts of the world to enable such an 
alliance to effect its work satisfactorily. If that be the case I 
am sure you will join with me in thinking that these insufficiently 
known parts of the world should be subjected to a thorough 
biological exploration. For many years past I have been 
accustomed to hear an adage that “Property has its duties as 
well as its rights.” If I am strongly in favour of the rights of 
property, I am no less prepared to exact from it its duties. 
Various events have given to this nation rights of property in 
many parts of the globe. I think we ought to justify those 
rights, and there is no better way of doing this than by 
performing the corresponding duties. It is incontestable 
that among the dependencies of the British Crown there 
are innumerable places—islands, large and small, territories the 
limits of which no geographer or diplomatist can define, and so 
forth—of which the fauna and flora have never been scientifically 
investigated. It is right, of course, that I should recognize the 
successful efforts made in many instances by the directorate of 
the Royal Gardens at Kew, and to a less extent by private 
persons. But why should not a properly organized biological 
investigation of all the portions of the Empire be made ? You 
will, I think, all agree that it is our duty to carry out investiga¬ 
tions of this kind. Whether they would be better performed 
under the superintendence of Her Majesty’s Government or not 
is a point on which I reserve my opinion, only mentioning that 
the success which has attended those instituted by the botanical 
authorities at Kew leads me to suppose that an extension of the 
method there followed might produce results as satisfactory ; 
but, if this be the course adopted, I must point out that the 
organization of a corresponding zoological and geological direc¬ 
torate will be needed. This matter I merely throw out for your 
consideration ; but I would add that if anything is to be done 
no time is to be lost. 

When on a former occasion (at Glasgow in 1876) I had the 
honour of addressing a Department of this Section, I pointed out 
the enormous changes that were swiftly and inevitably coming 
upon the fauna of many of our colonies. The fears I then 
expressed have been fully realized. I am told by Sir Walter Buller 
that in New Zealand one may now live for weeks and months 
without seeing a single example of its indigenous birds, all of 
which, in the more settled districts, have been supplanted by the 
aliens that have been imported ; while further inland these last 
are daily extending their range at the cost of the endemic form';. 
A letter I have lately received from Sir James Hector wholly 
confirms this statement, and I would ask you to bear in mind 
that these indigenous species are, with scarcely an exception, 
peculiar to that country, and, from every scientific point of view, 
of the most instructive character. They supply a fink with the 
past that once lost can never be recovered. It is therefore in¬ 
cumbent upon us to know all we can about them before they 
vanish. I have particularly instanced birds because I happen to 
have studied them most ; but pray do not imagine that the same 
process of extirpation is not extending to all other classes of 
animals, or that I take less interest in their fate. The forms 
that we are allowing to be killed off, being almost without 
exception ancient forms, are just those that will teach us more of 
the way in which life has spread over the globe than any other 
recent forms, and for the sake of posterity, as well as to escape 
its reproach, we ought to learn all we can about them before they 
go hence and are no more seen. 

I have just now applied to these expiring forms of New 


Zealand the epithet ancient, and in connexion therewith I would, 
by way of conclusion, offer a few remarks on the aspect which 
the subject of Geographical Distribution presents to me. Some 
of us zoologists—I am conscious of having myself been guilty of 
what I am about to condemn—have been apt to speak of Zoo¬ 
logical Regions as if they were, and always had been, fixed areas. 
I am persuaded that if we do this we fall into an error as grievous 
as that of our predecessors, who venerated the fixity of species. 
One of the best tests of a biologist is his being able to talk or 
write of 1 Species ’ without believing that the term is more than a 
convenient counter for the exchange of ideas. In the same way 
I hold that a good biologist should talk or write of “Zoological 
Regions.” The expression no doubt arose out of the belief, 
now scouted by all, in Centres of Creation ; and, as sometimes 
used, the vice of its birth still clings to it. To my mind the 
true meaning of the phrase “Zoological Region” is that of an 
area inhabited by a fauna which is, so to speak, a “function ” 
of the period of its development and prevalence over a great 
part of the habitable globe, but at any rate of the period of its 
reaching the portion of the earth’s surface where we now find it. 
One great thing to guard against is the presumption that the 
fauna originated within its present area and has been always 
contained therein. Thus I take it that the fauna which 
characterizes the New-Zealand Region—-for I follow Prof. 
Huxley in holding that a region it is fully entitled to be called— 
is the comparatively little changed relic and representative of 
an early fauna of much wider range ; that the characteristic 
fauna of the Australian Region exhibits in the same way 
that of a later period ; and that of the Neotropical Region 
of one later still. But while the first two regions have 
each been so long isolated that a large proportion of their 
fauna remains essentially unaltered, the last has never been so 
completely severed, and has received, doubtless from the north, 
an infusion of more recent and therefore stronger forms ; while, 
perhaps impelled by the rivalry of these stronger forms, the 
weaker have blossomed, as it were, into the richness and 
variety which so eminently characterize the animal products of 
Central and South America. I make no attempt to connect 
these changes with geological events, but they will doubtless one 
day be explained geologically. It is not difficult to conceive 
that North America was once inhabited by the ancestors of a 
large proportion of the present Neotropical fauna, and that the 
latter was wholly, or almost wholly, thrust forth—perhaps by 
glacial action, perhaps by the incursion of stronger forms from 
Asia. The small admixture of Neotropical forms that now 
occur in North America may have been survivors of this period 
of stress, or they may be the descendants of the more ancient forms 
resuming their lost inheritance. Beyond the fact that these few 
Neotropical forms continue to exist in North America, its fauna 
seems to be in a broad sense inseparable from that of the Palsearctic 
area, and, in my belief, is not to be separated from it. The most 
difficult problems are those connected with the Ethiopian and 
Indian (which Mr, Wallace calls the Oriental) areas ; but I sup¬ 
pose we must regard them as offshoots from a somewhat earlier 
condition of the great northern or “Holarctic ” fauna, and as such 
to represent a state of things that once existed in Europe and the 
greater part of Asia. To pursue this subject—one of most pleas¬ 
ing speculation—would now be impossible. I pray you to pardon 
my prolixity, and I have done. 


SECTION E. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Opening Address by Colonel Sir Charles Warren, 
R.E., G.C.M.G., F.R.S., F.R.G.S., President of the 
Section. 

“ The geographer should therefore chiefly devote himself to what is 
practically important.” —Strabo, c. i. § 19. 

My predecessors in former years have used their discretion in 
the opening address either to generalize on the science of 
geography or to lay stress upon those particular subjects to 
which they considered it desirable to call attention. I propose 
on this occasion to refer to matters which have long been of im¬ 
portance to those who are desirous of the spread of the know¬ 
ledge.of geography, and in which I trust the public generally are 
acquiring an interest. I refer to the teaching of geography 
in our schools and the economy and advantage to the State 
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which would result from a more perfect and skilful system of 
instruction. 

The term geography covers a very wide area, and while limit¬ 
ing its use to-day to the more restricted sense generally accorded 
to it in modern times, I must protest against its being applied 
only to a dry digest of names of places and record of statistics, 
rendering it a bugbear in the instruction of youth instead of 
allowing it to cover all those interesting and engrossing subjects 
which truly belong to it, and without the knowledge of which 
the mind of youth cannot be trained and expanded in the 
direction to which the science tends. 

As the geographer Strabo points out, our science embraces 
astronomy, natural history, and is closely connected with meteor¬ 
ology and geometry, the arts, history, and fable ; but since his 
day so much progress has been made in the arts and sciences 
that the branches of geography have become specialities to be 
taught separately, and the old root geography has been almost 
laid aside and treated with contempt, though it is only by a 
thorough acquaintance with it, the knowledge of common things, 
that the branches which depend upon it can be thoroughly com¬ 
prehended. We may take geography, then, to embrace all that 
knowledge of common things connected with the surface of the 
earth, including the seas and the atmosphere, which it is neces¬ 
sary for every human being to be acquainted with in order that 
progress in other knowledge may be acquired and acquaintance 
with the world be made which will fit man for life in any capacity, 
whether as occupying the highest position even to the most 
humble. Indeed, it is difficult to say in what capacity in life 
this knowledge is most required. No man can do practical work 
without it, and to the theorist it is absolutely essential. 

The science may be divided under two heads ; that which we 
learn from others, that which we acquire from our own observation 
and researches. All experience tells us that the information is 
most valuble which we acquire by our own exertion, and there¬ 
fore every effort should be made by those interested in the 
welfare of mankind to endeavour that each one should learn 
everything that can be learned from his own observation properly 
directed. 

Year by year, as the surface of the earth becomes better 
known, the districts in which explorations of an adventurous 
nature can be made diminish more and more, and as scientific 
research takes the place of that of a ruder nature the chances of ex¬ 
citement grow perceptibly less. Indeed, when we look upon the 
knowledge possessed by the ancients and study their cosmogony we 
cannot but feel the loss we have sustained in approaching the 
truth. The poetic halo with which everything was encircled, 
the deep shadows and gloom, have gradually been dispersed and 
dispelled, together with all the distant and uncertain light which 
gave so much scope to the imagination, and we now view the 
hard stern realities of fact, brilliant and gay in their colouring, 
but leaving no room for fancy, or for a change of ideas—always 
the same vivid rigidity of outline which admits of no two 
opinions. It is like the change of scenery from our own beauti¬ 
ful cloudy island, where the tints and shades change from hour 
to hour, and where the grey and purple distances leave so much 
to the imagination, to the bright scenes of the Mediterranean 
shores, where everything is bathed in intense sunlight, and dis¬ 
tinctness of outline reigns supreme, where there is no possibility 
as to doubt. 

In each case we may balance the advantages and disadvant¬ 
ages *, but as we have gamed m knowledge so we are losing in 
understanding. We are fast losing our human nature and are 
becoming machines, and we call it being civilized. We are 
drifting into a condition in which we learn nothing of our¬ 
selves or by our own individual efforts; we are coming to a 
time when, as we know more about science, and are better 
educated in arts, we know less about mankind, and are the 
less able to assist in gaining knowledge of the world; all 
power of doing so is day Ly day becoming vested in the hands of 
a few scientific men, on whose word we have to rely. In this 
progress we are losing all we used to hold most dear ; the desire 
of living for others is departing, and with it hospitality, chivalry, 
enthusiasm, unselfishness, and because we are unable to exercise 
the talents given to us they rust and corrode. No doubt we are 
able to seek other channels for our energies of mind, but how are 
we to exert our physical powers for the benefit of man ? In days 
of yore it was open to any man of spirit and strength and activity 
to set out in quest of adventures of the unknown for the assist¬ 
ance of his fellow-men, to relieve the world of its monsters, to 
risk everything for others. But those days of daring are now 
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gone by ; the doubt, uncertainty, and mystery attached to 
unknown danger are no longer to be met with, and though the 
same chances are always presented to human nature to practise 
self-denial, they are now, though more difficult perhaps, of a 
passive instead of an active nature, and do not so distinctly 
belong to the domain of geography as they did in olden 
times. 

As the people of olden times are to those of the present day, 
so may we consider the child to the man ; and we adults in this 
assembly must recollect that, however strong may be our emotions 
and passions at the present time, they are but of a mild and 
vapid nature when compared with the aspirations and feelings of 
youth. Each prosaic-looking child is full of poetic and romantic 
feeling, to which as a rule utterance is never given, but which, 
nevertheless, cannot be rudely shattered without injury to the 
mind, and which, if taken advantage of, may assist greatly in 
training the mind and developing a love of geography. 

It should be a matter of great interest to those who instruct in 
geography to study its gradual development from the earliest 
date and to watch the progress it has made. And this is not a 
matter of very great difficulty, for as geography is the knowledge 
of common things, and the ancients were more experienced ob¬ 
servers than ever we may hope to be, the earliest records we 
possess are full of geographical accounts. In the books of 
Moses, three thousand years ago, we obtain our first recorded 
view of the cosmogony of the ancients, at which time the world 
is supposed to be a flat disk with water surrounding the land, 
and this idea pervades later books, and is dwelt upon in the 
Psalms of David. Homer also held a similar view, and to him 
is accorded by Strabo the honour of being the founder of 
geographical science, because he excelled in the sublimity of his 
poetry and his experience of social life ; and a reason why he 
excelled is carefully related, lie could not have accomplished 
it had he not exerted himself to become not only acquainted 
with historical facts, but also with the various regions of the 
inhabited land and sea, some intimately, others in a more general 
manner. “For otherwise he would not have reached the utmost 
limits of the earth, traversing it in his imagination.” Herodotus, 
to whom we are indebted for furnishing us with the earliest known- 
system of geography, also held the same view concerning the 
earth ; but it is worthy of remark that he speaks in his day (450 
B.c.) of there being another view, as to the world being round, 
which he considers to be exceedingly ridiculous, and therefore it 
may be surmised that even at that early period there were minds 
that had arrived generally at the conclusion which now obtains as 
to the shape of the world. The idea that the sun, moon, stars, 
and planets revolved round the earth was the view in early days, 
and continued up to quite a recent period, and even now we are 
unable to prove that the generally received system is correct, and 
only use it as being more convenient than that which makes the 
earth the centre of the universe. 

When we come, however, to consider the progress of dis¬ 
coveries on the surface of the earth itself, the strides in later 
years appear to be enormc.us, but yet we must not forget that 
there is an ebb and flow constantly going on. Discoveries are 
made and lost sight of, and again are brought forward as new. 
Sometimes after an account of discoveries has been published a 
second account differs most materially from the first, and the 
public have to wait for further examination. Cases have 
occurred, as in the early Portuguese discoveries in Central 
Africa, In. which, the \Aans and accounts have been laid on one 
side and forgotten, and the territories rediscovered and surveyed 
years afterwards. Again, sketches of new countries have been 
made, and the surveyor has omitted to show what is conjecture 
and what is from actual observation, and his plans throughout 
have been discredited. In some cases these mistakes have re¬ 
tarded discovery, in some they have directly led up to it—as, for 
example, in the gigantic geographical error in placing on the 
globes of the fifteenth century the eastern extremity of Asia no 
less than 150° of longitude too far east, which prompted Columbus 
to endeavour to reach Asia from the west, and thus led to his 
discovery of America. 

In gauging the progress of our knowledge of geography we 
must not, however, simply take into account what has been 
made by ourselves, but by the known world generally ; for ex¬ 
ample, although the Portuguese circumnavigated the Cape and 
proved that it was practicable to do so, it is still a moot question 
whether they were attempting what was known or unknown. 
At any rate it seems certain that in the thirteenth century—not 
to go back earlier—the Arabians were aware of the fact that 
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Africa on the south was surrounded by the ocean, and the 
geography of Abulfeda clearly points this out. 

It is, then, a difficult matter to decide what is a discovery in 
geography. We may possess an exact description of a town 
and know its position, and yet it may never have been visited 
by a traveller from what we term civilized Europe. 

What we require, however, is precise and accurate informa¬ 
tion of the earth’s surface, however it may be obtained, and to 
train the minds of our youth in the powers of observation suf¬ 
ficient to enable them to obtain this information ; and if in so 
■doing our countrymen continue to be stimulated to deed; of 
daring, to enterprise and adventures, to self denial and hardships, 
it will assisting in preserving the manhood of our country, which 
is more and more endangered year by year in consequence of 
our endeavour to keep peace within our borders and to stave off 
strife with our neighbours. 

Probably many of us here to day of mature age, on looking 
back at our early acquaintance with geography, will recollect 
little but a confused list of proper names and statistics, learnt by 
rote, and only imperfectly carried in the mind, so that only a 
few portions stand out still visible, and those probably connected 
with pleasurable and, in some cases, painful accessories ; perhaps 
those particular lessons which we may have assisted some school 
friend to master still remain as clear as ever; or, again, those 
learnt under the terror of the rod. 

Taking schools and subjects all round, nothing probably has 
•ever been worse taught than geography was only a few years ago, 
and very little progress towards a good system has even yet been 
introduced into higher-class schools, though in the scho )ls of 
the people an effort has been made to render the subject more 
palatable and instructive. 

The faults, however, of the system hitherto in use are now 
fully recognized, and objections are general that the study has 
been made too painful a grind, and that the whole process has 
been of too severe a character. If this were the only fault to be 
found in the old method, I for one would be inclined to adhere 
to it, assured, as I am, that no training of the mind can take 
place without great denial and sacrifice in learning self-control. 
But the real question is as to the practical results of the old 
system. Are they of such a character with all or the majority of 
minds (of all classes and conditions) that they have become 
stored with useful knowledge and at the same time trained to 
take a pleasure in increasing it in the future? It the results are 
short of this we cannot but pronounce the old system to be 
a failure, as the knowledge of geography is the knowledge of 
common things inseparably connected with the life of each one 
of us, and there is no better medium through which the mind can 
be trained to be always in a condition for acquiring knowledge 
without making too great an effort. 

Unfortunately for the prospects of introducing a complete and 
perfect system of teaching geography (suitable to most minds), 
the reaction that has set in recently is likely to lead to evil results 
if not carefully curbed. It seems now to be desired to promote 
the acquirement of knowledge at the earliest age without effort 
and without hard work ; but this appears to be directed towards 
alleviating the toils of the instructor a; much as the instructed, 
and w r e have now, as a result, children taught common things 
without any effort to strengthen their memories, and then a 
system of cramming introduced at a later period, when the 
-memory has ceased to be capable of responding to the efforts 
made, and consequently all the information crammed in is 
dropped again in a few months. 

The memory of youth is like a cup swinging freely on a pin 
thrust horizontally through its sides. If the pin is below a cer¬ 
tain line, the cup will tilt over and lose its contents when filled 
up beyond a given level ; but if the pin is near the upper edge 
the cup can be filled with more and more security. By careful 
training in the earliest years the cup may be constantly kept full 
in later years ; but by the training at present in use the cup tilts 
over far too soon. 

It seems to me that the remedy recently adopted is worse than 
the disease it was to eradicate, and that however injurious it was to 
attempt to store the mind with mere names, yet the memory was 
trained thereby to retain something definite ; and it is still worse 
to attempt to store the mind with mere ideas without the con¬ 
nexion of names, and leave the memory to rust. 

There is obviously a middle course which may rid us of the 
errors of the past without leading us into still greater difficulties. 
And if we keep the object to be gained always in view, we 
cannot fail to take a direct line. We want first to lead the 


memory to constant exertion of such a nature that it grows 
stronger day by day, but is not overstrained or wearied; at the 
same time it must be stored with useful facts, which may be 
quite above the capacity of the mind to comprehend at the time, 
but which will be required all through life : this can readily be 
done by means of verses or rhymes set to simple airs and com¬ 
mitted to memory by song. There are facts of the greatest 
importance which can be learnt in this manner with very little 
effort, and which, if not fixed in the mind at a very early age, 
the want of them may be felt throughout life. 

As, for example, the directions in which latitude and longitude 
are reckoned, in which the sun rises and sets, the relations of 
the east and west respectively to the north and south, and many 
other matters which appear to be of a trivial character, but 
which require to be as rigidly committed to memory by rote as 
does the multiplication table. 

These very small matters are the foundations of everything we 
require to know, and if we do not have these foundations firmly 
and securely fixed, we shall be the sufferers all our lives. Too 
much attention cannot be paid to them, as it is the early lessons 
which remain most clearly fixed in our minds. 

A point connected with this subject, which ad nits of much 
discussion, is as to hrw such verses should be learnt, whether 
with the assistance of books, pictures, or metaphor. Should 
they come to the memory through the eye, or the ear, or through 
both ? Asa beginniug, I think that geography should not be 
learnt from books, but iron the teacher, who may use diagrams 
and pictures, but at the same time text-books should not be done 
away with, as is so constantly advocated ; on the contrary, they 
should be adhered to most rigidly. There are few teachers who 
could improve on a good text-book, but these books should be 
for the teachers, and not for the children. But the teacher 
should not use the text-book when teaching. 

Children have a remarkable capacity for making pictures for 
their mind’s eye of every thing they think of, which is dulled 
gradually as books are taken into use ; this faculty, if made right 
use of, may be developed, and will greatly assist the study of 
geography, and will lead to a “ picture memory,” which will be 
most useful in regard to maps, drawing, and spelling. This 
faculty can, of course, be over cultivated, but there is not the 
remotest danger of this occurring at present in any of our schools. 
When highly developed, we find it employed by novelists, who 
can bring their characters up before them and picture them 
enacting their parts, and also by artists, who sometimes lose the 
power of discriminating between that ■which they actually see 
and that which their picture memories call up. 

Although it seems to me absolutely essential to cultivate and 
develop the memory, so often called the “parrot memory,” of 
young children, this is by no means all that is necessary. At 
the same time must be taught the proper use of the powers of 
observation with reference to Nature, which in towns is so difficult 
a matter, placing the bulk of our population at so great a dis¬ 
advantage. One of the first points neglected by teachers generally 
is to explain to children what the object or result of the lesson is 
to be. In most minds it is very difficult to pay real attention 
unless it is known what is to be the general drift of the con¬ 
versation, for otherwise the mind will be directed to points quite 
irrelevant. Children should be first told in a few words the 
line the lesson is going to take ; this will greatly tend to secure 
the attention of what are termed dull children, who often, if 
properly treated, would turn out the cleverest, but who cannot 
grasp a subject until they see it from all sides, and know it 
thoroughly, while the “clever children” are satisfied with a 
view of one side only. The foundation should be laid slowly, 
the progress being governed by that of the “dull children,” who 
often will most amply repay the teaching. The clever child 
will not be hurt by having the subject impressed upon his mind 
over and over again, so long as it is made interesting. 

Great care must be taken in the method of presenting maps at 
an early age before children, and a distinct idea should be given 
of the difference between a map and a picture. 

It must be recollected that from the moment geography is 
taught, children will make maps or pictures in their mind’s eye, 
whether they are actually presented to them or nat. 

For example, if a house or a garden is mentioned, both the 
teacher and the child must view it from the outside and from a 
certain distance, for it is impracticable for most minds to look 
all round and behind at one time. To have a full view of what 
is mentioned, it is necessary to get outside and beyond it. 
Children will differ among themselves in their method of viewing 
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what is spoken of, but the teacher can readily ascertain what 
mental pictures they have formed, and can make use of this 
faculty in the first use of maps. Children should first be 
instructed in maps of the village or town in which they live. It 
is remarkable how readily uneducated natives in uncivilized 
countries can understand plans from their constant observation 
of Nature. Most intelligent Bedouins are able to make a 
rough plan or diagram in the sand with a stick of the district 
they know, and will also take care that the orientation is 
correct. Kaffirs can do the same, and can point out the direc¬ 
tion of a cattle post fifty or sixty miles distant with unerring 
sagacity. 

It is of vital importance that children in our island, who can¬ 
not under ordinary circumstances have sufficient opportunities 
for using, cultivating, and developing their powers of observa¬ 
tion to any purpose, should have the use of maps put before them 
in such a manner that they will not be led into error. Otherwise 
they will have fixed in their minds factors of discord which the 
teacher may know nothing of, and which will trouble them 
through life, and which if they do get rid of with great labour 
in after years, will constantly return at unseasonable moments. 

It is very common for children to mistake east for west, north 
for south, and even to make still more ridiculous errors which 
appear on reflection to be quite impossible. Yet these errors 
remain often unobserved until the youth is eighteen or nineteen 
years old. when he begins to think the matter out for himself, 
from finding that he is continually making absurd mistakes, but 
then if is too late for him to do more than know that he is liable 
to the error, for on an emergency it will crop up in spite of 
himself. 

I am aware of one instance in which an educated surveyor 
when thinking of London invariably placed the portions about 
Regent Street and Charing Cross in an inverted position while 
picturing all the rest correctly, and it was only by an effort that 
he could turn this portion upside down into its place. Another, 
when thinking suddenly of Paris, always placed it to the north 
of London ; and another always thought of the west end of 
London as being towards the eastern coast. 

Out of thirty cases of well-instructed men at an age between 
eighteen and twenty, I have found that about eighteen were 
under the impression that while the sun rises in the east, the 
stars rise in the west, from having learned that the sun has a 
proper motion among the stars. 

I fancy there are few educated men who have not grown up 
with some curious errors with reference to geographical facts which 
have bothered them all their lives, and which they have found it 
impossible to get rid of even when they have discovered where 
the errors lay ; and I believe that many of the numerous blunders 
and accidents which constantly occur on railways, with shipping, 
machinery, &e., and the causes of which cannot be accounted 
for, are really to be ascribed to some early error in learning 
geography or the knowledge of common things, errors which, 
when attention and watch over self is suddenly withdrawn, in¬ 
fluence the actions in a contrary direction to that which is right. 

As an instance of the natural liability to error, even apart 
from those which may be ingrained while under instruction, I 
may allude to the feeling when the eyes are shut when travel¬ 
ling by rail or carriage that the vehicle is going in an opposite 
direction to that in which it actually moves, to the impression 
when approaching or leaving land in a boat or balloon that the 
earth is moving and that oneself is stationary; even when on 
horseback under excessive fatigue in the dark the traveller has 
been known to imagine that the horse was moving rapidly 
backwards. The effect of excessive fatigue from physical exer¬ 
tion has somewhat the same result as a want of self-control 
from bad training of the mind, and perhaps those who have 
ridden for many miles on horseback or in a coach may have 
noticed how in the dark a fixed lamp may be seen to make 
various fantastic signals due to the motion of the horse or 
coach transferred by the eye to the lamp. As another instance 
of the difficulty of self-control I may mention a case in which 
a man well instructed in taking astronomical observations and 
in the rudiments of astronomy could not divest himself of the 
idea, which he had gained as a child, that the moon shines 
with light of her own, and that her phases are due to the earth 
getting between her and the sun, this error continually interfer¬ 
ing with his mental astronomical pictures, though when his atten¬ 
tion was specially called to the subject he was aware of the error 
which intruded itself so constantly in his views of the heavenly 
bodies. The difficulties regarding east and west, north and 


south, probably arise from a multiplicity of causes, such as the 
southern side of the Mediterranean being the northern coast of 
Africa, or the southern view of a house being obtained by look¬ 
ing towards it in a northerly direction, and these difficulties as 
to orientation do not only occur in modem times, but are to be 
found in ancient writings. Another constant source of error is 
inverting names unconsciously, such as speaking of Jupiter’s 
rings and Saturn’s belts. Asian instance of this I mention a 
case in which, a lecture being given on the Franco-Prussian war, 
the lecturer inadvertently in the middle of his lecture used the 
word “Prussian” for “French,” and vice versd continually 
throughout, and though he was quite aware of some anomaly 
every now and then, he could not ascertain where he was in 
error until near the end of his lecture. Another source of error 
which cannot be too carefully guarded against results from 
placing the celestial globe by the side of the terrestrial globe 
and treating them as though they are of the same character; 
this is certain to confuse east and west with most children, as 
one has to be looked at from the outside and the other from the 
inside in actual fact. Again, as some star charts are made that 
they may be looked at from above and others from below, 
causing the east and west points to differ, there is sure to arise 
confusion. I venture to say that there are few young minds 
which are not absolutely and hopelessly confused by the use of 
celestial globes and charts. I believe it to be essential that, 
until the mind is fully trained and developed, the stars should be 
looked at from within and not from without, and it appears to 
me that all the information which a child can require, apart 
from practical observation, concerning the phenomena of day 
and night, the seasons and months, the circles and zones, the 
phases of the moon and eclipses, can be imparted by the use of 
a lamp with a reflector and two globes, though a good orrery 
placed in the school for children to examine and observe for 
themselves would often enable the dull ones to keep up with the 
rest more easily. 

It will be interesting to note whether the class of error alluded 
to does not arise principally among those bred in towns, and 
who have not had an opportunity of developing their obser¬ 
vation in the country ; as with those who do use their observa¬ 
tion a habit is required of unconsciously working out questions 
which arise, and the mind arrives at a correct conclusion. This 
end should be the great aim and object in instructing in geo¬ 
graphy, for as there is no royal road to knowledge divested o-f 
grind and pain, there is yet the path which provides the greatest 
amount of result with the least amount of grind, in which all 
the labour expended is productive, and in which after a time 
labour even becomes a pleasure. 

It seems very desirable that the first maps presented to a child, 
viz. those of the school grounds and the parish, should be placed on 
the floor and properly orientated ; this will go far to fix the correct 
positions of east and west, north and south, and will prevent the 
idea of the north necessarily being up and the south down. It 
is to be observed that if the child looks up to a map it is almost 
equivalent to looking at the map when lying on the back, in 
which case the east and west are inverted. The motion of the 
sun over the map might with advantage be pointed out at variolas 
times of the day, and if the position of the rays of the sun on 
the floor when on the meridian could be shown each day when 
practicable on the line drawn north and south, it would do much 
to fix in the mind the fact that the sun is in the meridian at 
apparent noon each day. A sun-dial should also be available 
in every school-yard to which children may have access. 

The map of the district round the school should only be made 
use of in order to clear the way to understand what a map is, 
for reference in describing other maps, and for practical pur¬ 
poses in giving the child useful information as to the places in 
the neighbourhood. While this is going on, the child should be 
taught to point out the actual directions in space of the principal 
towns, &c., in the county and island, and then an outline map 
of the British Isles with the principal places and features marked 
on it should be brought under review. Too much detail should 
not be crammed into the early lessons ; a good firm foundation 
is required, something to start upon before the great test of faith 
is made in teaching, viz. that the world is round. 

Children should be taught, as far as is practicable, to make 
this discovery for themselves, and many will arrive at it one way 
or another, or think they do so, which is equally important. It 
is far better they should grasp truths themselves than have them 
drummed into them ; it gives them confidence in their own de¬ 
ductions, and leads to further observation of Nature. In intro- 
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ducing the world as round, a blackboard globe should be used, 
about 3 feet in diameter, on which the continents are outlined 
boldly in red, with some meridians and parallels of latitude in 
white. It would be well if a portion of this globe could be 
taken to pieces to show how a horizontal sun-dial for the particu¬ 
lar latitude is constructed, and for other matters of interest. It 
is material to show that the earth revolves on a fixed axis from 
day to day, and in one direction. All the great difficulties in 
learning geography are at the threshold of the science for those 
who have not observed Nature ; the more abstruse subjects are 
comparatively easy to teach. 

The first difficulty common to all is that with reference to lati¬ 
tude and longitude, regarding which there are so many elements of 
error. It is so difficult for the child to recollect which term means 
length and which breadth, and then to get the restive imagina¬ 
tion to grasp the fact that the length is sideways and not up and 
down, as it apparently should be ; for even if the earth is shown 
to be an oblate spheroid, there is nothing to lead a child to see 
that there is a greater circumference round the equator than 
round the poles, and the time has not arrived to perplex the 
child with the views of the ancients on the subject. Then, 
again, if the child does recollect that the meridians of longitude 
run from north to south, and the parallels of latitude from east 
to west, it is probable that he may measure the longitude in 
degrees along the meridian and the latitude along the parallels ; 
a very common and recurring error, difficult to deal with. The 
only practicable method is to put the facts of the case into 
amusing verse and commit it to the memory by song. At this 
stage, also, some easy standards of measurement put into verse 
and to music should be learnt by rote, to enable the child readily 
to recollect the relative measurements of the earth, sun, and 
moon, and the radii of their orbits and times of progression. 

I lay great stress upon these matters at the beginning, because 
they are really all in all to those who wish to succeed in the 
science in after-life, and I have viewed the matter from the 
stand-point of what will be required at the age of eighteen to 
twenty, when the mind ought to be capable of taking up any 
subject, instead of considering what show of learning the child 
should be able to produce in an examination at an early age. 
The stock-in-trade of knowledge for each young person need be 
very slender, but it must be of the right sort and best quality. 
No doubt there are many children badly trained who can gradu¬ 
ally work out matters correctly for themselves, but these are the 
few with originality of mind, and even they would be benefited 
by not having to spend a portion of their lives in unlearning. 

Once the preliminary difficulties are over and the power 
of observation and reflection is acquired, even in a small 
degree, the study of geography becomes but a simple matter, 
for it is the learning of common things, matters of every-day life, 
which we may, if in the country, acquire to a partial extent of 
our own experience ; but though so simple it requires continuous 
application and attention. 

In each calling or trade a man may become an experienced 
geographer to a limited degree. The pilot, for example, is an 
expert in the geography of the seas he works on, for he not only 
knows the ports, the coast lines, and the sunken rocks and sand¬ 
banks, but he also knows the tides, the winds, he studies the 
clouds and the currents, and has an intimate knowledge of the 
contours of the shallows ; moreover, he knows the shipping of 
various countries, the merchandise they carry, and the produce 
shipped from each port. In the same manner, by hunting, 
shooting, fishing, bicycling, birdsnesting, &e., we acquire a 
knowledge of natural history and topography which aid us most 
materially in the study of geography, and which in a limited 
degree is the study of geography. 

Even in large towns it is practicable to learn lessons in 
geography from actual experience and observation, for if the 
markets and railway produce are examined, it can soon be 
ascertained from whence the articles come and from what ports, 
and with careful attention most valuable lessons in political 
economy can be gained. 

The bulk, however, of our children are cooped up in towns 
and walled playgrounds, and even when in the country are too 
often confined to one field ; they have few opportunities of in¬ 
sensibly studying the wonders of Nature, and therefore, in order 
to develop their powers of observation and to understand geo¬ 
graphy, artificial means must be made use of. Great efforts are 
now being made under the new Code to produce these artificial 
means, by raised models and water and other devices, and it is 
to be trusted that, if these schemes can be carried out, the 


habit of observation will be induced ; but the memory also must 
be at the same time actively exercised and stored with fresh facts 
day by day. 

The knowledge of geography thus, even in its restricted sense, 
embraces the life of an Englishman of every class and oc¬ 
cupation, and its study is of the greatest importance to every 
man who has an occupation ; it is singular that so little com¬ 
paratively is thought of cultivating the science, and how small 
interest the State has hitherto taken in fostering this class of 
education. 

But while the Board and other schools for the people are 
gradually taking up the work, and endeavouring to work out a 
good system of education, it is mortifying to find how little 
progress has been made in the higher-class schools where such 
heavy fees are charged ; and the question arises whether in these 
schools the teachers of geography really understand the subject 
they teach, and would pass an examination before a Government 
inspector. 

The boys of the wealthy classes are put to the greatest dis¬ 
advantage with regard to the study of geography. The son of a 
labourer will hear the price of provisions and clothing constantly 
discussed, so also with the son of a mechanic and tradesman, 
and will learn much about geography on the subjects with which 
the parents are connected, and will also in some measure learn 
to exercise his observation ; but the son of wealthy parents ^ is 
too often carefully kept from hearing all that might teach him 
geography, and he is seldom obliged to exert himself to use his 
observations in any essential matters of daily life ; this is reserved 
for the playground, where nothing of real importance is at stake, 
and must have the most deleterious and detrimental effect on 
many young minds, and naturally results in so large a proportion 
becoming useless for any occupation. 

It is apparent that, as education throughout the country pro¬ 
gresses, the sons of the wealthy classes, if they are to compete 
successfully with others, must have some better mental training 
than they obtain at present, otherwise they will in a few years 
be distanced by the sons of the labourers, artisans, and shop¬ 
keepers. What an Englishman asks for is a fair field and no 
favour, and it seems hard upon a parent who struggles through 
life to make money to be enabled to give his children the best 
and most expensive education the country affords, that with it 
he must risk a training of the mind which is inferior to that in 
the less expensive schools of the people. As we are behind 
the Continental States and our colonies in so many of our insti¬ 
tutions and land laws, so we are behind them in our training of 
the mind in our upper-class schools; by neglecting by artificial 
means to develop the power of observation among boys, who 
until they are put out in the world are never accustomed to do 
anything that will tend directly to any practical and useful result, 
we are putting them to the greatest disadvantage, and handi¬ 
capping them in the race of life. 

We omit to train the memory in early years, to lay a founda^ 
tion of facts in the mind, and to develop any power of observa¬ 
tion ; we carefully prevent their doing anything useful, and bring 
them up in a moral atmosphere in which the idea of anything 
but amusement is practically excluded, and then in later years 
we attempt to adjust all our errors by cramming, when the 
memory is incapable of being crammed, and the mind has ceased 
to desire to acquire information ; the result is that many young 
men are deliberately rendered unfit for work in life, and those 
who have sufficient courage and energy to look their prospects 
in the face find the enormous disadvantages to which their 
teaching has subjected them, and lose precious years in unlearn¬ 
ing and learning again. 

More unfortunately still, the best and choicest of our minds 
cannot be crammed ; and thus drop out at our examinations 
many minds of the class that for practical purposes would be 
most useful to the State. I allude more particularly to 
the minds endowed with reflective faculties, which tend to 
originality and research ; these minds cannot be successfully 
trained unless combined with the teaching there is something 
useful to do It is often observable that an indolent, inert, and 
lazy boy suddenly becomes filled with enthusiasm and emulation, 
both at studies and in the playground, when subjected to a 
change of training. I venture to assert that every year at our 
public examinations many men are rejected who are of the most 
superior class of mind for all practical purposes, who are physic¬ 
ally most capable, who are so constituted that they cannot cram, 

| and who, though retarded by want of proper training, are begin- 
1 ning to train their minds for themselves, and who if brought up 
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under a good system in early years would take the highest 
places in examination. We are thus losing year by year from 
our front rank the men who would be of the greatest service 
to the State. 

The pleas given for the study of geography by Strabo are 
worth bringing before the mind of youth, for he points out that 
while the success resulting from knowledge in the execution of 
great undertakings is great, the consequences of ignorance are 
■disastrous, and he refers, among other instances, to the shame¬ 
ful retreat of the fleet of Agamemnon when ravaging Mysia, 
and to bring it more home to our every-day life he says : — 
'‘Even if we descend to such trivial matters as hunting, the 
case is still the same; for he will be most successful in the 
chase who is acquainted with the size and nature of the wood ; 
and one familiar with the locality will be the most competent to 
superintend an encampment, an ambush, or a march.’’ 

He further calls attention to “the importance of geography 
in a political view. For the sea and the earth on which we 
dwell furnish theatres for action ; limited, for limited action; 
vast, for grander deeds ; but that which contains them all, and 
is the scene of the greatest undertakings, constitutes what we 
term the habitable earth ; and they are the greatest generals who, 
subduing nations and kingdoms under one sceptre and one 
political administration, have acquired dominion over land and 
sea. It is clear, then, that geography is essential to all the 
transactions of the statesman, informing us as it does of the 
positions of the continents, seas, and oceans of the habitable 
•earth,” 

Of all persons who require a knowledge of geography stand 
first those who a^e most concerned in the government of our 
Empire, and yet, as has been mentioned, they have for the most 
part been brought up at schools where the mental training for 
geography is most defective. Our statesmen as a rule have 


neither theoretical teaching nor practical experience in the science, 
and it is perhaps not too much to say that, putting on one side 
those who are merchants and sailors, there are no more ignorant 
persons with regard to geography than our law-givers. This 
ignorance endangers the safety of the country, for the people are 
continually perceiving, with regard to matters of every-day life 
and practical experience, that their law-givers are more ignorant 
than themselves, and aie consequently continually interfering 
and giving advice in the details of the administration of the 
Empire. 

The progress and development of a free country depend upon 
the characteristics of the inhabitants, but these again depend in 
great measure upon the natural resources of the country—the 
soil, climate, mineral wealth, navigation, mountain ranges, 
risks and dangers from natural causes, and we must not omit the 
position of the country both with reference to commerce and war. 

It is not usually the country too greatly favoured by Nature 
which develops most rapidly, neither is it necessarily a long term 
of peace &hich favours progress ; on the contrary, all experience 
shows that man requires a certain amount of opposition to bring 
out his energies and stimulate him to exertion, and though we 
are constantly talking in our country of the blessings of peace 
and horrors of war, we must generally acknowledge that our 
present foremost place among nations is due in a great degree to 
the keeping up of our innate energies by incessant turmoils and 
differences of opinion within and little wars and commercial 
rivalry without. It is not, then, to a reign of peace in which 
our energies would stagnate and become effete, but to a continu¬ 
ance of political excitement, which keeps the people on the alert, 
that we should be indebted for progress, and our statesmen 
should be sufficiently well educated and trained to take 
advantage of every time of excitement in furthering the welfare 
of the Empire. 

We owe the benefit (before railways) in the improvement of 
our great northern roads for military purposes to the rebellion 
of 1745, leading to our being able to run coaches between 
London and Manchester in 1754, and between London and 
Edinburgh in 1 7 ^ 3 - Scotland and Ireland are both indebted 
to war and disorder for the first roads, constructed for purely 
military purposes. 

But while the duty of taking advantage of each fitting oppor¬ 
tunity for developing a country lies with the statesman, his pros¬ 
pect of success depends in great measure upon his geographical 
knowledge. His work may serve but for the purposes of the 
moment, and never benefit posterity, if he has no knowledge or 
foresight, no originality of purpose and perception of the fitness 
of things. 


The measures that can be taken may be divided into two 
classes—domestic an;l international : the former designed to 
benefit the country or Empire directly; the latter to shield the 
land from hostilities from without, and in which the considera¬ 
tion of geographical position has a most all-important bearing. 
In this latter class a complete knowledge of geography is an 
absolute necessity, as the question arises so often as to whether 
the acquisition of geographical positions will weaken or 
strengthen a kingdom. For example, were Ireland 2° fur¬ 
ther to the west, it is probable that all our views as to the 
method of connecting it for administrative purposes with Great 
Britain would be greatly modified. Again, the particular points 
at which our coaling stations may be situated about the world 
may depend upon a variety of circumstances, changing from year 
to year. Thus Gibraltar, from its geographical position, was an 
absolute necessity to us thirty years ago, but, owing to various 
changes, it is not now of equal value, either as a coaling stati m, 
for protecting our commerce, or as a depot for our wares, and 
the question is arising with some geographers whether it might 
not with advantage be exchanged for Ceuta on the opposite 
coast. 

It is possible that a more full geographical knowledge of 
Egypt and the Suez Canal might have materially modified our 
present occupation of Egypt. The Canal could not be held 
without a fresh-water supply, and the possession of Cairo and 
the Nile is the key to the fresh-water canal supplying Ismailia 
and Suez. Had it been known that a plentiful supply of water 
could be obtained close to the maritime canal, independent of the 
Nile water, it is questionable how far any occupation of Egypt 
would have been necessary. 

In such cases it is not sufficient that the Government subor¬ 
dinates should have a knowledge of geography, for, even if they 
are fully conversant with what they ought to know, it would be 
almost impracticable for them to convey to statesmen knowledge 
which their untrained minds render them incapable of retaining 
or making use of. 

In settling political boundaries it may appear at first sight 
that they should coincide with certain geographical features, 
forming natural boundaries, not only in international matters, but 
also in cases of provincial, county, town, and parish boundaries, 
and also in accordance with historical associations ; but we must- 
do our statesmen the justice to admit that the deviations they 
adopt may not always be the result of ignorance, but arise from 
an astute perception that it may be necessary in the future to have 
a cause for further modification, or even f >r raising the whole 
question anew. It is difficult, however, to see how this can, 
with any propriety, arise in domestic matters, and, apart from 
the doubtful political morality involved, it would only occur in 
international matters on the assumption that our Empire is para¬ 
mount, and can quarrel when it chooses ; and, moreover, in such 
a case could only be justified by being carried out with so perfect 
a knowledge of geography that in any reopening of the question 
our country should be in the right ; whereas bitter experience 
has shown us that our statesmen have almost invariably placed 
us in the wrong. 

It is fatal in domestic matters to ignore the physical features 
within a country, and attempt to obliterate its historical and 
topographical associations, as the French Revolutionists at¬ 
tempted, by substituting their departments for the old provinces. 
This has only led to an artificial division, which has not taken 
root among the people, and French geographers are still calling 
attention to the absurdity of present divisions. In such cases 
we must keep alive to what are the ostensible and what the actual 
reasons for such changes, and if the so called simplicity intro¬ 
duced by lawyer statesmen leads to increased law expenses, we 
may reasonably look with su picion on such an interference with 
the economical administration of the affairs of the nation. . In 
our own country geography is intimately connected with all kinds 
of divisions of land, which are dealt with by the administration. 
A simplification of the arbitrary political divisions, and a modi¬ 
fication and synchronization of boundaries may lead directly to 
simplification of administrative machinery, and saving of ex¬ 
penses in salaries, &c. London itself is a glaring instance of 
the waste of money and friction of departments, from the extra¬ 
ordinary overlapping of boundaries—political, magisterial, petty - 
sessional, police, statistical, postal, public works, &c. . Probably 
a great portion of the time and energies of the superior officers 
in the various departments is occupied in waging war on one 
another, keeping the peace, or temporizing with or watching 
each other; and this not from their own desire to quarrel, but 
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from the fault of the system which overlaps duties as well as 
boundaries, and often gives one and the same duties to be per¬ 
formed by distinct departments. Perhaps, in some instances, 
this friction may call out latent energy, but it at least most suc¬ 
cessfully prevents departmental superiors from looking into their 
own departmental affairs, and developing and perfecting the 
local administration, and keeping up to the times. 

With regard to international boundaries, too little attention is 
usually paid to the changes which are caused by the advance of 
civilization. For example, a natural boundary may, in time, 
become merely conventional owing to development of commu¬ 
nications. 

At one time the Rhine was a natural boundary, but it has now 
become a channel of communication. Again, the Zambesi is at 
present a national boundary, completely separating distinct 
tribes ; the time may come when it also will be a great channel 
of communication. The usual natural international boundaries 
are broad or rapid rivers and arms of the sea, mountain ranges, 
deserts, and swamps ; but the highlands and lowlands of a 
country are also naturally separated, as they usually are inhabited 
by people of different nationality. 

In Europe we find natural boundaries gradually losing their 
efficiency as political boundaries. The Rhine, for example, 
throughout a great portion of its length has ceased altogether to 
be a political boundary, for though it is still a military line of 
great strength, each large town on either bank has its suburb on 
the opposite side, and the population has become so assimilated 
that the river has ceased to be a practical political line. Conse¬ 
quently the line of the Vosges is deemed by many to have 
become the natural boundary between France and Germany, on 
account of its coinciding with the linguistic barrier. But, again, 
linguistic boundaries are no tests of the limits of nationalities or 
national feeling. When a foreign language is forced upon an 
unwilling people, they may for many generations be acutely 
opposed to the nation whose language they have adopted. On 
the Lower Danube, however, the physical, linguistic, and politi¬ 
cal divisions all coincide, and the river has become neutralized, 
and is a natural bound ary. 

In Central Europe we find the highlands of the Alps forming 
the natural and political boundary, though the people speak 
three different languages ; but in these cases the people probably 
will not be found to be of the same race as those speaking the 
same language in the plains below. 

Again, in the Pyrenees we find a natural, political, and lin¬ 
guistic barrier coinciding, assisted by the fact that the mountain 
people are a different race from those in the plains to the north 
and south. 

In our own country we have a curious instance of language 
being no proof of the nationality of the people, as the Iberians 
in Wales speak Celtic, and the Celts in Western Britain speak 
Anglo-Saxon. Again, in South Africa we have the people of 
French extraction speaking Dutch, and still feeling resentment to 
the Government on account of its having forced a foreign language 
upon them, although the British have succeeded the Dutch. 

Among Asiatic and African territories boundaries are often 
very ill-defined and uncertain. Frequently it happens that 
between two powerful States there is a large tract of country 
which owes a double allegiance, paying tribute to each, and yet 
in some respects remaining independent, probably consisting of 
lands which are easily ravaged and are comparatively speaking 
unprotected by Nature. 

When we look into the subject of boundaries among pastoral 
tribes, we find curious anomalies. The land belongs in many 
instances to the tribe and not to the individual, and cannot be 
alienated. In the desert of Arabia a tribe in one part will 
have an interest in the date palms or corn lands of a tribe in 
another part, and this system is rather fostered than discounten¬ 
anced, so that when evil befalls an individual in one part he may 
go and live with his tribal friends elsewhere. It is a knowledge 
of the inti icate connexions of these tribes and the topographic 
divisions of their lands which admits of any control being kept 
over these warlike people. A mistake arising out of a mis¬ 
understanding of this Bedouin system nearly led to a disastrous 
result in the Egyptian campaign of 1882, owing to an outlying 
branch of one of the most powerful tribes in Arabia being 
supposed to be a petty independent tribe of no consequence. 

In many instances the cattle posts of tribes during peace time 
by mutual consent intermingle and overlap, yet are kept separate 
and distinct, so that no geographical boundary is practicable ; in 
fact among such people it is the tribe before the territory which 


is under the control of the chief. Thus it is quite practicable to 
conceive instances of a tribe living on lands within the area 
occupied by another tribe and yet governed by its own laws. 
Many of the difficulties the British have encountered in South 
Africa have arisen from a complete ignorance of, or wilfully 
ignoring, the native land laws. Under the tribal system even 
the chiefs in council have not the power of disposing of any por¬ 
tion of the land they use; it belongs to every individual of the 
tribe, and of the tribal branches, and to their children’s children. 
Thus, when a chief gives over his territory, it does not follow 
that he gives over the land for disposal as Crown lands, but only 
the government of the people. It is on this account that the 
offer of IChama and other chiefs of the Bechuanaland territory was 
of so great value. They proposed by agreement in council in 
their respective territories to hand over to Great Britain their 
territories, keeping for themselves the lands they used, and 
offering for emigration purposes their vast extent of hunting 
lands, which are not now of the same value for hunting purposes 
as they were in former days. 

But this proposal has not been accepted, and a parallel of 
latitude has been proclaimed without consent of the Bechuana 
chiefs as the northern limit of the British Protectorate, dividing 
Khama’s territory into two parts, and cutting a portion of 
Matabeleland off from Lobongolo’s territory ; so that the Boers 
of the Transvaal cannot raid upon the Matabeles without 
violating the British Protectorate, and vice vet'sa, while we have 
no means of securing its protection. Again, the Matabeles 
when making their annual raid upon Lake Ngami will violate 
the portion of the State of Khama without the Protectorate, and 
he, if he wishes to oppose them, must do so from his capital- 
within the Protectorate. This will bring us into conflict with 
the Matabeles, or else will practically deprive Khama of part of 
his territory. 

It is difficult to conceive any arrangement more likely to lead 
to complications in the future. The Protectorate, based on* 
geographical principles, should extend as far as the Zambesi, 
taking in all Khama’s certain territory, and as much of the 
neutral territory as might be necessary to provide a natural 
boundary to east and west. 

In East Africa, again, the definition of spheres of action; 
recently is anomalous. A boundary ten miles from the coast 
for the Zanzibar dominions can of course have only a tentative 
character, and the exact definition in the future cannot fail to 
lead to conflicts. Far worse, however, is the adoption of the 
River Tana as the northern boundary of the British sphere of 
influence—a river occupied on both banks by the same agri¬ 
cultural tribes. It is not clear for what reason the Commis¬ 
sioners have left this difficulty for the future. 

It would not be difficult to give many recent instances in 
which those charged with diplomatic definitions of international 
boundaries have failed in their duty owing to a want of 
geographical knowledge of the localities with which they had 
to deal. 

For example, the boundary treaty of 1783 with the United 
States was incapable of being carried into effect, as the geo¬ 
graphical features did not correspond with the assumption of the 
Commissioners. This led to a dispute lasting thirty years, 
resulting in the boundary treaty of August 9, 1843. The ignor¬ 
ance of the geography of the country in this case led to very 
inconvenient and even disastrous results. 

Again with the San Juan controversy. Historical and geo¬ 
graphical knowledge and ordinary care for the future develop¬ 
ment of Canada might have led to such measures having been 
taken in the first instance as would have prevented cession of 
valuable positions to the United States in 1846, 

In India, again, our want of knowledge of the country to the 
north of the Afghan boundary has led to a series of unnecessary 
concessions to Russia. Had the slightest encouragement been 
given in former years by the Indian Government to enable- 
officers to acquire information as to the territories beyond our 
Indian Empire, no doubt we should now be in a more secure 
position. 

But, fortunately for the British Empire, foreign politicians 
have also much to answer for to their respective countries on. 
account of their ignorance of geography. 

For many years past Germany has been increasing the popu¬ 
lation of the United States and our own colonies without 
assisting to further the influence of the German Empire ; where¬ 
as, had her statesmen been able to look forward, a German 
colony might have been established. Many Germans as fat 
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■back as 1866 were desirous of establishing a colony in the 
Transvaal. But Germany now has to cast about for unoccupied 
territory, and has chosen a piece of useless territory on the 
western coast of South Africa, whereas with a little foresight 
Prince Bismarck might have obtained on easy terms the whole 
of the French colonies in the Gulf of Guinea and north of the 
Congo, which France had actually abandoned as worthless. 
Germany would thus probably have held the position of France 
with reference to the reversion of the Congo State. 

By the Treaty of Frankfort it was intended that all German¬ 
speaking villages were to be ceded to Germany, but the boundary 
as originally laid down, for want of geographical knowledge on 
the part of German employes , left several German villages near 
Metz in possession of France, and it was necessary subsequently 
to rectify the error. 

As a Section of the British Association we are interested in 
the development of geographical knowledge in the world gener¬ 
ally, but more particularly in our own Empire, and it is only by 
unceasingly calling attention to our shortcomings with regard to 
the science which causes us to meet here to-day that we may 
hope for that progress to be made which will, enable us to 
maintain the proud position we at present hold among nations 
owing to our practical skill and energy. Hitherto we have 
possessed so many other advantages that we have been able to 
dispense with a good system of instruction, but owing to many 
causes other nations are gaining upon us in various ways, and 
we in our turn should use every effort to successfully grapple 
with a subject which if properly taught must affect our welfare 
as a nation so deeply. 

SECTION G. 

MECHANICAL SCIENCE. 

Opening Address by Prof. Osborne Reynolds, M.A., 
LL.D., F.R.S., M.Inst.C.E., President of the 
Section. 

At a meeting of the British Association in Manchester the 
subjects of interest to the members of this Section are sure to 
be numerous, and the attendance of those members whose 
opinions on the various subjects presented the Section will like 
to hear is sure to be such that every moment of the time at the 
disposal of the Section will be well occupied. It is also particu¬ 
larly undesirable to prolong the sittings, and so reduce the 
opportunities of visiting the Exhibition and numerous works 
which abound with things which cannot fail to be of intense 
interest to members of this Section. 

For these reasons I feel extremely unwilling to occupy the 
time of the Section with more than the briefest remarks by way 
of an address. Indeed, were it not that when in this chair in 
1872 Sir Frederick Braniwell laid down the rule that for the 
President to break the custom of an address would be to show 
disrespect to the Section, I should have felt justified in consult¬ 
ing my inclination and proceeding at once with the regular work 
which lies before us. 

It is now twenty-six years since the last meeting of this Section 
was held in Manchester, and it certainly seems fitting that in an 
address on this occasion something should be said as to the 
achievements in mechanical science accomplished in the interval. 
I wish sincerely that the task had fallen to some of you, gentle¬ 
men, whose far greater experience and power of expression 
would have enabled you to do justice to the subject. But under 
the circumstances I can only ask you to take it as a mark of my 
extreme respect for the Section, and proof of the appreciation in 
which I hold the honour conferred upon me in placing me In 
this chair, that I venture as a matter of duty to make a few 
remarks, of the inadequacy of which I am only too conscious. 

It is always difficult to arrive at a just appreciation of the 
relative importance of the events of our own time ; and in any 
endeavour to review or take stock of the mechanical advance 
of the last quarter of a century, during which time things 
mechanical have divided the attention of the civilized world 
with matters political, it seems very necessary to remember that 
as the mechanical age gets older its relative activity is not to be 
gauged by the relative number and importance of such epoch¬ 
marking mechanical departures as compared with those which 
have distinguished past periods. 

If you recall—and again, to quote Sir Frederick Bramwell, 
the only purpose of an address is to force you to recall what 
you already know—in 1861 not only had we railways, ocean 


steam-ships, including the Great Eastern , still the giant of the 
tribe, a complete system of machinery for cotton and textile 
fabrics, besides the steam hammer, Armstrong's accumulator, 
and types of all machine tools, but also one attempt had been 
made to lay an Atlantic cable ; the Suez Canal was in course 
of construction ; if not perfected, the Bessemer process was in 
use ; as were steam ploughs, steam threshing-machines, reap¬ 
ing-machines, and other agricultural machinery ; we had also 
monster ironclads and rifled ordnance. 

As new departures since 1861 which have already established 
themselves we have the telephone, the incandescent electric 
light, the dynamo and the secondary battery, the gas-engine 
and sewing-machine, not to mention the bicycle. We have also 
the tin can and freezing-machine and roller mills, as well as the 
machine gun and Whitehead torpedo. 

One of these departures, the telephone, both from its useful¬ 
ness and from the scientific interests which surround it, as 
affording, like the telescope, a means of directly increasing the 
power and range of one of our senses, must for ever remain 
recognized as a step in mechanical science for the introduction 
of which this period will be distinguished. 

The sewing-machine, too, though little calculated to attract 
notice, in its influence on the welfare and appearance of all 
grades of society yields in importance to few, if any, previous 
mechanical steps. While the process of preserving food by 
means of the tin can and its more striking contemporary, the 
freezing-machine, direct results of the discoveries of Pasteur, 
have already opened up the food-producing resources of the 
whole world for the supply of the few chosen spots, and in doing 
so created a most welcome demand for further advance in the 
application of steam. 

Great things have been and still are hoped from the electric 
departures which have interested us so much during the last few 
years ; also of the gas-engine, which has most usefully occupied 
ground for which the steam-engine is not well adapted ; and as 
to the importance of machine guns and torpedoes many will 
think the less the better. 

However high or low an estimate we may form of the 
probable future importance of some of these inventions, and 
however much disappointment we may feel at the non-success 
which has attended some of the boldest and apparently most 
promising departures, such as the Crampton process for substi¬ 
tuting a blast of coal-dust for the ordinary furnace, or Sir Henry 
Bessemer’s endeavours to prevent distressing motion at sea, 
there is stilt no ground for discouragement. 

For whether or not this period be henceforth remarkable for 
what, to borrow language from Section D, may be called the 
origination of new mechanical species, is a small matter com¬ 
pared with the fact that it has undoubtedly been remarkable for 
unprecedented achievements in the development of higher states 
of organization in those mechanical species which were already 
in existence. 

There has never been a time in which mechanical revolutions 
have followed one another with such rapidity. In all the main 
departments of practical mechanics progress has been so rapid 
that appliances have been superseded long before reaching the 
term of their natural existence. There are some steamboats like 
the steel mail-boats between Dover and Calais still on the same 
service as in 1861, but very few, and only such as were then 
much in advance of their time. The Atlantic fleet of Royal 
mail-steamers has twice undergone complete revolution. Not 
only have the paddle-boats which constituted the Cunard line in 
1861, and which included the Scotia , then new, entirely disap¬ 
peared off the line, but the iron screw-steamers which displaced 
them have given place to the steel boats with compound 
engines— Servia, Aurania, Etruria , and Umbria. 

In railway appliances the iron road has given place to that of 
steel, iron tires and locomotives to steel, the block system has 
become general, as have continuous brakes ; while the carriages 
in which members have spent four hours and a quarter on their 
way from London to this meeting, although mostly still of the 
English plan, are very different in size and ease from those in 
which five hours and a half were spent in 1861. 

In the works and mills the change is not less complete. It 
is, indeed, the change here that has not only rendered possible, 
but forced on, the revolution in our means of communication. 
The great step in the production of steel was already taken in 
1861, and great results were then anticipated ; there were, how¬ 
ever, doubts and difficulties, and it was not for some years that 
sufficient mastery was obtained over the detail of the manufac- 
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ture and use of the new material to bring about the general 
revolution which has therefore only reached its height during 
the last few years, if indeed it is yet reached—certainly it is yet 
far from complete. 

To turn for one moment to the last year. Since the last 
meeting of this Section in Birmingham, the second Tay Bridge 
has been completed, over two miles long, having occupied only 
five years in construction. 

The Severn Tunnel, one of the most difficult pieces of 
engineering ever attempted, has been completed and opened 
for passenger traffic. 

The Forth Bridge, that structure the very thought of which 
causes those who have seen the place to hold their breaths, and 
of which the relative size may be best realized from the fact 
that, held out in arms an eighth part of a mile long, at a height 
of 200 feet above the sea, as a mother might hold out an infant, 
are structures no less than the single spans of the Britannia 
Bridge, 400 feet long. This gigantic structure, the progress of 
which Section G has watched since the meeting at Southamp¬ 
ton, has now attained its full height of 360 feet, although other¬ 
wise not by any means fully formed. 

Nor, as you well know, is it by the completion and progress 
only of great undertakings that this year is marked in the annals 
of engineering. It will be memorable, particularly in this dis¬ 
trict, as the year of the commencement of the Manchester Ship 
Canal. This undertaking, for which there is no precedent in 
this country, has excited so much interest that it cannot be 
otherwise than a matter of congratulation that a paper descrip¬ 
tive of this work is to be read before this meeting by the 
engineer, Mr. Leader Williams. 

The completion of the Tay Bridge, the Severn Tunnel, the 
progress of the Forth Bridge, and the commencement of the 
Manchester Ship Canal in one year and in one country is suf¬ 
ficient assurance that, as yet, there is no lack of enterprise or 
sign of falling-off in heroic undertakings ; nor are these by any 
means the only signs of great mechanical activity, notwithstand¬ 
ing the continual complaints of commercial depression. 

In one direction, in particular, after many years of progress, 
so slow as to be something like stagnation, there has been a 
decided advance. The steam-engine is such a familiar institution, 
and has been for so long looked upon as the prime mover of our 
entire mechanical system, that anything which affects its welfare 
excites a deeper interest than would a mere mechanical advance. 
It was therefore with anything but a feeling of pure exultation 
that we heard and felt the force of predictions a very few years 
ago that the days of the supremacy of the steam-engine were 
numbered, that it would soon be a thing of the past, only to be 
found in the museum, a* relic like Newcomen’s engine and the 
stone implements by which our children would gauge the depth 
of mechanical barbarism of the age from which they had 
emerged. If sentiment be allowed in relation to anything 
mechanical, it must be with a sense of relief that it is now per¬ 
ceived how, so far from succumbing in the competition with what 
threatened to be formidable rivals, the only effect has been to 
bring about an important step in that internal development of 
the steam-engine which has been long looked for, but the 
accomplishment of which had for so long baffled the utmost 
efforts to bring it to a practical issue that it was almost despaired 
of—at least until it should be brought about by that circumstance 
which we all dread, the scarcity of coal. 

The uppermost step of this advance yet reached is represented 
by the triple and quadruple expansion engines. These engines, 
of which the first seem to have been the triple engines of the 
Propontis in 1874, designed by Mr. Kirk, the next those of the 
steam yacht Isa, by Messrs. Douglas and Grant in 1878, and the 
third those of the Aberdeen , again by Mr. Kirk, in 1881, rapidly 
sprang into favour for cargo steamers, in which they have already 
proved of such advantage as to more than threaten the necessity 
of another revolution in steamships almost before the last is 
complete. Each week brings the announcement of some new 
accomplishment in the use of higher ratios of expansion and 
higher pressures of steam, so that while 60 or 70 pounds was the 
maximum three years ago, we now hear of 130, 150, and 175 
pounds ; and it is impossible to say to what they have not been 
carried at the present moment, and with commercial success. 

There can be no doubt but that this latest step, as well as 
those of the surface-condenser, high-pressure boilers, and com¬ 
pound engines which led up to it have been the immediate 
results of the premium on economy of coal offered by the open¬ 
ing up of the long steam routes, first through the Suez Canal 


and recently round the Cape. But these steps must none the 
less be considered as the results of the unprecedented attention 
and labour, theoretical and practical, which has been devoted 
to this object during the last fifty years. They have been a 
result of the theoretical work of Carnot and Regnault, crowned 
by the great discoveries of Joule and Meyer, and the subsequent 
work of Rankine, Thomson, Clausens, and Hern, besides others, 
which, about the commencement of the period I am speaking 
of, accomplished that complete exposition of the principles 
underlying the internal economy of all heat-engines which have 
since furnished incitation and guidance to practical efforts. And 
not less have they been a result of the many practical attempts 
which have in the meantime been made to introduce similar and 
equally effective developments in the steam-engine without wait¬ 
ing till they were called forth by circumstances; as notable 
amongst which I may instance the labours and successes of Mr. 
Perkins, who has experimentally developed the organization of 
the steam-engine beyond any point it has commercially reached. 
Each and all of these efforts has undoubtedly taken part in that 
readiness to take the forward step, as soon as circumstances 
were favourable, which is as necessary to development as are 
the favourable circumstances themselves. The fact that a great 
advance has been made in the use of higher-class steam-engines, 
while it is the most gratifying circumstance one could have to 
record, affords the greatest encouragement to all those numerous 
workers for mechanical advance whose work is good, yet who 
do not see its immediate effect. It also emphasizes the lesson 
that the most perfect machine is that which is most perfectly 
adapted to the circumstances under which it has to work ; and 
amongst these circumstances is efficient attendance, which in¬ 
volves sufficient knowledge of its requirements and familiarity 
with its detail on the part of those who have it in charge ; and 
while in a process of gradual development this education is 
insured, in the case of a sudden step it is generally wanting. 

How far the present advance towards the limits to economy 
which are theoretically evident may extend in the immediate 
future it would be dangerous to predict. The present rate is 
immense, and not by any means confined to the marine engine, 
although I am not aware of any other class of engine in which 
triple expansion has yet been adopted as a system. The recent 
compound pumping-engines have attained to a very high organiza¬ 
tion ; and even in those classes of engines where economy of coal 
is more a matter of morality than of proved commercial import¬ 
ance, as mill engines and locomotives, great activity is evident 
in adapting and substituting compound engines, so as to allow 
of the use of greater pressures and higher degrees of expansion. 
The slow-breathing compound locomotive of Mr. Webb has 
drawn many members of this Association on their way to this 
meeting. Nor is the portable engine behind, as has been shown 
by the recent trials of the Royal Agricultural Society at York. 
The result of these trials cannot but offer the greatest en¬ 
couragement to engine-makers of all kinds in their attempt at 
higher organization. It is indeed difficult to say which has 
been the most gratifying—the high state of economy which 
these trials have shown to be realized, or the reinstitution of 
the trials themselves after a lapse of twenty years, during 
which interval their non-continuance has called forth but one 
expression—that of regret. 

These almost sudden steps towards the realization of efforts 
now extending over a century, to bring higher developments of 
the steam-engine into practical use, have not passed without 
notice. The interest and excitement amongst those more directly 
acquainted and concerned with the steam-engine and the use of 
steam are probably such as have not existed since the very early 
days of the railway* It is not, therefore, as something likely 
to be new to the members of this Section that I have dwelt 
upon it. Remembering that there was another subject other 
than actual mechanical achievements on which I was, as it were, 
in duty bound to say something, it seemed hopeless for me to 
attempt to touch on all the many advances towards a higher 
degree of organization in mechanics which constitute the 
mechanical feature of our era. I therefore have chosen this 
decided movement of the prime mover as the most significant 
and most gratifying, besides being of a kind the full importance 
of which is not so likely to be generally apprehended until 
pointed out, as the importance of advances such as the electrical 
and metallurgical, involving some new departure or novel 
application. 

That the character and rate of recent mechanical advance, are 
both exactly such as would be expected to follow as the result 
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of a deeper and broader knowledge of scientific methods and the 
principles involved, seems to be the very best proof of advance 
in that other side of mechanical science in which this Section 
takes interest, or, more correctly, for which it exists—the increase 
and spread of mechanical knowledge. 

It is as impossible as it is unnecessary for me to comment on 
the furore to which the movement first for popular scientific and 
now for technical instruction has reached—bringing into exist¬ 
ence, by means of South Kensington, a complete system of 
sensibly free elementary scientific education over the country ; 
then the City and Guilds Technical Schools, with a general 
system of examination ; and culminating in a Parliamentary 
Commission on Technical Education, with the prospect of seeing 
its labours result in an Act of Parliament providing for abso¬ 
lutely free technical instruction. 

Elementary education, whatever may be its subjects, must of 
necessity depend for its permanent existence on some source of 
higher knowledge in those subjects. Without raising such 
questions as whether there exist at present means of training 
efficient teachers in all the branches for which technical educa¬ 
tion is promised, or whether such means will be forthcoming as 
a result of the demand for teachers, I would recall to your atten¬ 
tion the recent progress made towards a higher training in that 
branch of science which most directly relates to mechanical 
progress, and which, according to no less an authority than the 
late Prof. Rankine, received its first impulse from the institution 
of Section G« 

So long ago as 1855? Rankine, in his characteristically concise 
address, dwelt upon the goad work which this Section was doing 
in making it known that the application of the laws and prin¬ 
ciples of abstract mechanics to the purposes of practical mechanics 
constitutes a science of itself; a science the knowledge of which 
is essential before a knowledge of mathematics and abstract 
science can be of use to the practical engineer or mechanic ; and 
for this science he then and there claimed the name of Applied 
Mechanics. As a proof of the influence of Section G in making 
known the usefulness of this science he instanced the apparent 
increase in the desire to profit by (he lectures of the late Prof. 
Lewis Gordon which had taken place since the Section was 
instituted. 

Prof. Gordon, who held the Chair of Mechanics in Glasgow 
University, was the first in this country to collect and embody 
in his lectures, and subsequently in a text-book, the important 
though scattered results of individual efforts to found the laws of 
practical mechanics on exact science. And at the time Rankine 
was speaking, this chair, to which Rankine himself was called 
the same year, was the only chair in this country from which 
such lectures were given. 

Since that time the appreciation of that science has steadily 
increased ; other colleges took up the subject mostly as forming 
part of courses entitled engineering or naval science. Amongst 
these was Owens College, in which, not till after the last meet¬ 
ing in Manchester of this Association, the leading engineers 
founded and endowed, which is more important, the chair which 
it has been my fortune to occupy for nineteen years. 

During the earlier part of this time both teachers and students 
were labouring under the disadvantage arising from the novelty 
of the subject—the former having to make an almost arbitrary 
selection of what they would teach, and the latter not knowing 
exactly what it was they were going to learn. Gradually, how¬ 
ever, by the help of experience from the romewhat earlier 
French schools and with the admirable works of Rankine as a 
foundation, the lectures or theoretical courses have become clear 
and distinct, while the advantage to be gained has become so 
generally recognized that of late years there has been almost a 
scramble to found new colleges to teach engineering or to intro¬ 
duce .such teaching into existing colleges ; and most satisfactory 
to those engaged in the introduction of this subject is the fact 
that it is from the engineers themselves that the interest and 
funds necessary for this work have come. Since 1867 the Owens 
College has received gifts and bequests from engineers, including 
those of highest standing in the neighbourhood, of upwards of 
£ 150,000. In the same way at Sheffield and at Leeds, where, 
as is well known, an engineering school has just been founded 
by Sir John Hawkshaw and the engineers of the town, and 
again at Liverpool. 

It cannot for one moment be doubted that this movement has 
been brought about by the conviction of the necessity of an 
education which, in its subjects and methods of teaching, is much 
more closely related than was th? older system of the Universi¬ 


ties to the actual work which the students may eventually be 
called upon to undertake. That it is in fact evidence of the 
appreciation, by those having the greatest experience, of the 
necessity of higher scientific training for engineers. This is what 
engineering schools during their struggle for existence have en¬ 
deavoured to supply. And in spite of the danger which seems 
to beset all schools as they become older, to fall into the academic 
or pure—not because it is the most desirable to be learnt, but 
because it is by far the easiest to teach—in spite of this danger, 
such in this case is the pressure from without, that it may be 
hoped the schools of engineering and applied science may be 
kept up to the mark, both in extending our knowledge of the 
laws and principles which more immediately underlie the results 
of practical experience in art, and in teaching the methods of 
most useful application ; and that while encouraged to offer every 
inducement to the attainment of a sound knowledge of the 
principles, they will not be allowed to fall into the fatally easy 
errors of carrying the abstractions of this science outside all 
possible application, or blocking the way by the insistence on 
impossible preliminary attainments in mathematics and pure 
science. 

To be hailed as one of the greatest inducements to keeping 
alive in engineering schools a real scientific interest in the 
practical work which is going on around them is the introduction 
of what are now called engineering laboratories, in which 
students may familiarize themselves with the actual subjects for 
which the theoretical work is undertaken, and have placed before 
them in their most naked forms the data and mechanical actions 
on which practical achievements depend, as well as being taught 
the use of all those instruments and methods of measurement 
which it is one of the first objects of these laboratories to extend 
and to perfect, and which measurements are now, as the result 
of a better knowledge of principles, rapidly displacing the older 
methods of arriving at conclusions in engineering. 

It is to our Continental neighbours that we principally owe the 
origination of these laboratories as a means of research, but, as 
a system of instruction distinct from a workshop it owes much 
to Prof. Kennedy, who was, I believe, the first to introduce the 
testing machine and regular engine trials as part of the regular 
course of instruction fdr students in engineering, under the title 
of a laboratory course. The want of such a course must, how¬ 
ever, it would seem, have been severely felt, to judge by the 
rapidity with which Prof. Kennedy’s example has been followed 
in almost all the engineering schools in the country. 

It is true that as adjuncts to academic institutions these labora¬ 
tories can hardly be said to have passed the experimental stage, 
and it evidently remains to be seen whether when the present 
arrears of outstanding questions in engineering science are 
worked up, and the courses of instruction become stereotyped, 
sufficient variety of work will be found to justify the expense 
which, both as regards qualified instructors and maintenance of 
apparatus, must, as compared with the number of students re¬ 
ceiving instruction, be greater than is general with academic 
instruction. At present, however, thanks to the liberality of 
engineers and their friends, there seems no ground for fear, each 
new laboratory being furnished with more complete and expen¬ 
sive apparatus than the last. During the erection and fitting of 
the Whitworth Laboratory in Owens College, which is only now 
on the verge of completion, it has been very impressing to see 
the goodwill shown toward the work by everybody who has had 
to do with it -; the ready help of engineers of the greatest experi¬ 
ence, like Mr. Rambottom and Mr. Robinson, who have spared 
neither time nor trouble in giving it the benefit of their experi¬ 
ence ; also by those who have undertaken the construction of 
the appliances, particularly Mr. William Mather, of Salford 
Iron Works, where neither trouble nor money has been con¬ 
sidered in the efforts made to render the engines for the labora¬ 
tory as perfectly adapted as possible to the very novel and 
numerous requirements. Taking this particular instance as 
evidence not only of the general feeling in favour of this move¬ 
ment, but also of the solid support it is to receive, one cannot 
help concluding that there is a great future before it; and that 
at last a method has been found of extending and spreading the 
higher knowledge of mechanical science which commends itself 
alike to the practical and theoretical. 

Everyone who has paid attention to the history of mechanical 
progress must have been impressed by the smallness in number 
of recorded attempts to decide the broader questions in engineer¬ 
ing by systematic experiments, as well as by the great results 
which in the long run have apparently followed as the effect of 
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these few researches. I say apparently, because it is certain 
that there have been other researches which probably, on account 
of failure to attain some immediate object, have not been 
recorded, although they may have yielded valuable experience 
which, though not put on record, has, before it was forgotten, 
led to other attempts. But even discounting such lost researches, 
it is very evident that mechanical science was in the past very 
much hampered by the want of sufficient inducement to the 
undertaking of experiments to settle questions of the utmost import¬ 
ance to general advance, but which have not promised pecuniary 
returns—scientific questions which involved a greater sacrifice of 
time and money than individuals could afford. In recent periods 
the aid and encouragement bvhich it has been one of the first 
objects of the British Association to afford such rosearches has 
led to many results of the greatest importance, both directly and 
indirectly, by the effect of example in calling forth aid from 
other institutions—that of mechanical engineers, for instance, 
which recently induced Mr. Tower to carry out his already 
celebrated research on “ The Friction of Lubricated Journals,” 
the results of which research certainly claim notice as constitut¬ 
ing one of the most important of recent steps in mechanical 
science. Such investigations it is now the function as well as 
the interest of mechanical laboratories to undertake, and thus 
what has hitherto been a great obstacle in the path of mechanical 
progress seems in a fair way to be removed and steady advance 
to be insured. 

To what all this may lead us it is no part of my undertaking 
to consider, but I venture to end this imperfect address on 
the progress of mechanical science during the past twenty six 
years by what appears to me the most satisfactory conclusion— 
viz. that to such mechanical progress there is apparently no 
end: for, as in the' past so in the future, each step in any direc¬ 
tion will remove limits and carry us past barriers which have till 
th m blocked the way in other directions ; and so what for the 
tima may appear to be a visible end or practical limit will turn 
out but a bend in the road. 


NOTES. 

Dr. Johannes Skalweit, the well-known chemist, has died 
at Hanover, of heart disease. The deceased was in the prime 
of life, and enjoyed a high reputation all over the Continent. 
He was, according to the Times , President of the German 
Union of Analytical Chemists—whose annual conference has 
been postponed in consequence of his death—and editor of the 
Repertorium fiir Analytische Chemie. A large number of essays 
and other short works on questions of sanitary science, State 
medicine, and chemical analysis have issued from his pen. 
Among the most important maybe mentioned “ Ueber Fette im 
Polarisirten Licht ” (HanTver, 1879); “ Ueber die Titration der 
Phosphorsalire mit Uran” (Hanover, 1880) ; “In wie weit ist 
der heutige Kampf gegen die Lebensmittelfalschung gerecht- 
fertigt ?” (Hanover, 1880) ; “ Ueber die Beziehungen zwischen 
Bauordnung und Oeffentlicher Gesundheitspflege ” (Magdeburg, 
1885). Dr. Skalweit was an authority on milk and butter 
analysis. 

Sir William Grove, F. R.S., has resigned his seat on the 
Bench as Judge of the High Court of Justice. 

The Secretary of State for India has sanctioned the appoint¬ 
ment of a scientific assistant in the Revenue and Agricultural 
Department of the Government of India, and Dr. Watt, C,I.E., 
has been selected for the office. 

Mr. G. Brown Goode has been appointed United States Com¬ 
missioner of Fish and Fisheries in succession to the late Prof. 
Spencer Baird. Science approves highly of the appointment, ob¬ 
serving that it meets at once the requirements of an exacting office 
and the exceptional provisions of the law creating it. * ‘ Prof. Goode 
was intimately acquainted with the methods of Commissioner 
Baird, whose scientific zeal and knowledge he shared, and his 
experience and attainments in practical fish culture and in the 
science of ichthyology made him easily first among those whose 
qualifications the President has been called upon to consider.” 


At the same time it regards the provisions of the law under 
which the appointment was made as sadly in need of amend¬ 
ment, for under them the Fish Commissioner is not paid a salary 
commensurate with the importance of his office, and discharges 
the duties of two offices for the pay of one. 

According to a Reuter’s telegram, dated September 9, from 
St. Paul de Loanda, Major Barttelot, who was left at the 
camp at Yambunga at the foot of the Aruwhimi Rapids with a 
garrisDn of about 100 men, has forwarded the following informa¬ 
tion to Leopoldville concerning Mr. H. M. Stanley’s Expe¬ 
dition :—“Major Barttelot received news from Mr. Stanley, 
despatched about July 12, after he had made a ten days’ march 
from Yambunga towards the interior. Mr. Stanley was at that 
date still proceeding up the Aruwhimi, which he had found to 
be navigable up to a certain distance above the rapids. Here he 
launched a steel whale-boat which he had brought with him, as 
well as several rafts manufactured by the Expedition, and which 
had been utilized for conveying the heavy baggage. All the 
members of the Expedition were in good health, and provisions 
were easily procured in the large villages near the river. The 
country through which the Expedition was passing showed a 
gradual rise towards some high table-lands. Another caravan 
of 480 men was following the Expedition on the left bank of 
the Aruwhimi, the advanced guard, consisting of forty Zanzi¬ 
baris, under the command of Lieut. Stairs, being composed of 
men lightly burdened, whose duty was to search for provisions. 
Mr. Stanley hoped to arrive about July 22 in the centre of the 
Mabodi district, and expected to reach Wadelai in the middle of 
August, or even before. The advance had been so peaceably 
accomplished that Mr. Stanley had instructed Major Barttelot 
that, should it continue so, he would shortly send him orders to 
follow the Expedition by the same route at the head of the 100 
men left at Yambunga.” ’Major Barttelot had paid a visit to the 
Falls, accompanied by Tippoo Tib, and had left a detachment 
of twenty men there. Tippoo Tib arrived at the Falls Station 
on June 16. 

In moving the second reading of the Coal Mines Regulation 
Bill in the House of Lords on the evening of the 7th instant, 
Viscount Cross said he took that opportunity of tendering the 
thanks of the Government to the Royal Society for the trouble 
they had taken in the matter of coal-mines. In the year 1879 
he had asked the Society to join, or send some of their members 
to assist, the Royal Commission which was then appointed for the 
purpose of seeing how accidents in mines could best be prevented. 
The Royal Society, he said, met the appeal in the most hand¬ 
some way, and several of their most distinguished members served 
on the Commission. The labours of the Commission lasted for a 
period of six years; they went minutely into a long series of experi¬ 
ments, and while he was quite sure the results of those experi¬ 
ments would tend greatly to the safety of life and the prevention 
of accidents, it was satisfactory to know that they had also added 
very much to their own scientific knowledge, because he believed 
the members of the Commission all candidly admitted that in 
the course of their investigations they made several discoveries 
about gases and other matters that were absolutely unknown to 
them before. The result had been that a great many of their 
recommendations had been embodied in this Bill. 

The International Medical Congress at Washington held its 
final sitting on the 10th inst. The meeting for 1890 will be 
held at Berlin, with Prof. Virchow as President. 

The Technical Schools (Scotland) Bill was read a third time 
in the House of Commons on Friday night last, and a second 
time in the House of Lords on Tuesday night. 

The Japanese Minister of Education has invited the Seismo- 
logical Society, the Institute of Architects, the Association of 
Engineers, and the Physical and Mathematical Society to 
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